
KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
May 26, 2010 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular City Council meeting was held at City Hall on the 
26th day of May, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:  Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas, Torkelson. 
 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE ABSENT:  Marti. 
 
THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Lenth, Admin Assist Benfield, 
Community Dev Director Martin, Neil Britton, Jerry Berg, John Buckingham, Jim & Dorothy Larsen, 
Randy Carlsen. 
 
Mayor Tjosaas presided over the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL 
Agenda:  Motion by Nelson and second by Coleman, with all voting aye, to approve the May 26, 
2010 agenda with the following amendment: 
 
  Add:  H.1.  Sidewalk Replacement Discussion 
 
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Coleman and second by Nelson to approve the May 26, 2010 consent 
items.  Ayes:  Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas, Torkelson.  Nays:  None. 
1. Minutes:  Approved the May 12, 2010 regular meeting minutes as submitted. 
 
2. Claims:  Approved all claims paid after the May 12, 2010 regular meeting, as audited for 
 payment in the amount of $367,407.05. 
 
3. Acknowledgement of Committee and Meeting Minutes:  Acknowledged the following 
 committee and meeting minutes for: 
 a. Library Board  -  04/13/10 
 
4. Conferences/Training:  Acknowledged the following employee training/conference 
 attendance for: 
 a. J. Reding/Liberty, J. Hanson/Rex USPCA Reg 18 PD1 Trials 6/20-22  Rochester 
 
5. Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims to the County Auditor:  As part of the consent 
 agenda the resolution certifying delinquent claims to the County Auditor was adopted.  Ayes:  
 Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas, Torkelson.  Nays:  None. 
 

Resolution #5.1-10 
       Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims to the County Auditor 

(on file) 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1. Planning Commission 
 a. Bailey Re-Zone Request:  Ross Bailey, DVM, at Carriage House Animal Hospital 

 submitted an application requesting that land at 915 North Mantorville Avenue be re-
 zoned from R-1 to C-2.  The Planning Commission held two public hearings, 
 October 12, 2009 and May 10, 2010, on the request.  The land use does not change.  It 
 was a unanimous vote by the  Planning Commission to recommend approval.  
 Findings of fact that support the approval of this request are attached to the resolution. 

  1. Resolution Approving Bailey Re-Zoning Request:  Motion by Torkelson 
  and second by Coleman to adopt the resolution approving the Bailey re-zoning 
  request.  Ayes:  Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas, Torkelson.  Nays:  None. 

 
Resolution #5.2-10 

    Resolution Approving Bailey Re-Zoning Request 
(on file) 

 
 b. Etchason Re-Zone Request:  Catherine Etchason submitted an application  

 requesting that land at 905 North Mantorville Avenue be rezoned from R-1 to  
 C-2.  The Planning Commission held two public hearings, October 12, 2009  
 and May 10, 2010, on the request.  The Planning Commission findings   
 include:  the change could be detrimental to the orderly development of the  
 City and the change would be contrary to the use of the property.  Findings  
 of fact which are attached to the resolution support denial of this request.  The  
 Planning Commission unanimously voted to recommend denial of the request.   

  1.   Resolution Denying the Etchason Re-Zoning Request:  Motion by  
  Nelson and second by Coleman to adopt the resolution denying the  
  Etchason re-zoning request.  Ayes:  Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas,   
  Torkelson.  Nays:  None.  

 
Resolution #5.3-10 

          Resolution Denying the Etchason Re-Zoning Request 
(on file) 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
1. Blaine’s 12th Feasibility Study:  A feasibility study has been prepared for creation of new 

lots in Blaine’s 12th Subdivision.  The expansion of 11th Avenue NE will allow 17 new lots at 
a very attractive price per lot.  The project will be 100% assessed.   

 a. Resolution Approving Feasibility Study and Ordering Plans and Specifications 
 for Bids for Blaine’s 12th:   Motion by Torkelson and second by Coleman to adopt 
 the resolution approving the feasibility study and ordering plans and specifications for 
 bids for Blaine’s 12th Subdivision, Phase III.  Ayes:  Coleman, Nelson, Tjosaas, 
 Torkelson.  Nays:  None. 

 
Resolution #5.4-10 

     Resolution Approving Feasibility Study and Ordering Plans and 
Specifications for Bids for Blaine’s 12th 

(on file) 
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NEW BUSINESS 
1. Proposed 2010 Wastewater Rate Increase:  Because of system repairs, system 

improvements, high operating expenses and bond payments the wastewater fund is continuing 
to lose money.  The proposed 2010 wastewater rate increase is necessary to bring the fund 
toward a positive balance.  Each housing unit will see the minimum monthly base charge 
increase from $21.37 per month to $26.37 per month by raising the base rate $1.00 for five 
consecutive quarters beginning with the July 1st, 2010 utility billing.  It was noted that the 
City continues to seek ways to improve the system and decrease expenses.     

 a. An Ordinance Increasing Wastewater Rates:   Motion by Coleman and second by 
 Torkelson to adopt an ordinance increasing wastewater rates.  Ayes:  Coleman, 
 Nelson, Tjosaas, Torkelson.  Nays:  None. 

 
Ordinance No. 839 

  An Ordinance Increasing Wastewater Rates 
(on file) 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
1. Sidewalk Replacement Discussion:  There are residents who complied with the sidewalk 

policy in effect during the 2000-2005 time period.  At that time the City did not pay for the 
repair/maintenance of sidewalks.  There were residents that were told to tear out the sidewalks 
in disrepair and replace them, or not replace them, at their own expense. Currently, the policy 
is that the cost of maintenance and repair of sidewalks within the City is the responsibility of 
the City.  The city council has the discretion to expend city funds for sidewalks under 
circumstances as they deem fair and just.  Discussion by members centered on the question of 
whether reimbursement should be given to residents who had complied with the former 
sidewalk policy and incurred expenses of sidewalk tear-out/replacement.  It was the consensus 
of council members not to reimburse citizens based on previous policies.   

 
2. Survey Regarding Old School:  Mayor Tjosaas reported that he had read the responses to the 

Citizens Task Force survey regarding the Old School property.  He noted there were some 
very good comments.   

 
CLERK-ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
1. Electric Items – Short Term, Renewables, Long Term:  Administrator Lenth gave an 

update on the possible electric contract options for the City as far as short term, renewable 
energy and long term agreements and the pricing the City is considering.  Currently, the 
market is very favorable for the purchase of wholesale electricity.  The discussion also 
included future wind energy availability which at this time is expensive.  There was a 
question regarding the status of wind farms in this area.  Transmission line issues and the 
County’s work on an ordinance have had an effect on the lack of progress on wind farms.   

 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
1. Kasson Meadows:  City Engineer Neil Britton, Community Development Director Mike 

Martin and Scott Lampland, the developer, met with residents in the Kasson Meadows 
subdivision regarding water problems.  Lampland will be working with the affected residents, 
changes will be made to the grading and landscapers will also work with them. 
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2. Blaine’s 11th:  Britton reported there are ongoing discussions on whether bituminous should 
be put down this year. 

 
3. Ice Arena Parking Lot:  The underground draintile and storm sewer will be put in.  Rock 

will be put down, curb and gutter will be put in but there will be no hard surface applied until 
next year.  There is a possibility that the outside skating rink could be ready for this winter. 

 
ADJOURN:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________    ________________________ 
Randy D. Lenth, City Administrator    Tim Tjosaas, Mayor 
     


