
KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
July 13, 2016 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular City Council meeting was held at City Hall on the 13th 
day of July, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. 
 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:  Borgstrom, Buck, Eggler, Johnson and Coleman.  
 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE ABSENT:  None 
 
THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Theresa Coleman, City Clerk Linda Rappe, 
City Engineer Brandon Theobald, City Attorney Leth, Finance Director Zaworski, Community 
Development Director Mike Martin, Police Chief Schuck, Assistant Police Chief Berghuis, Assistant Fire 
Chief Robinson, County Sheriff Rose, Melissa and Tom Ferris, Mary Mollert, Ronald Eidem, Judy Ruport, 
Holly and Tom Maroo, Jerry and Jane Struthers, Krista Weigel, Jan Naig, Hannah Bates, Ann Anderson 
and Barb Meyer 
 
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA:   
Switch K (Attorney report) and L (Personnel) 
Remove - Library Building Report 
 
Motion to Approve the Amended Agenda made by Councilperson Buck, seconded by Councilperson 
Coleman with all voting Aye. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
June 22, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
June 8, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Claims processed after the June 22, 2016 regular meeting, as audited for payment in the amount of 
$900,404.62 

 
Conferences: Josh Hanson Toward Zero Deaths Conf Duluth, MN Nov. 16-17 Approx. $200 

 
Evaluations:  Mike Bolster Ice Arena/Parks inc. to Grade 4 Step 5       $18.21     eff. 6-26-16 

 
Festival in the Park Resolutions: 

Resolution #7.1-16 
Resolution Approving Street Closures for Festival in the Park Activities 

(on file) 
 

Resolution #7.2-16 
Resolution Waiving Park Hours for Festival in the Park, A Special Event 

(on file) 
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Fireworks Permit for Festival in the Park 
 

Resolution #7.3-16 
Resolution Appointing Election Judges for the 2016 Primary and General Elections 

(on file) 
Library Pay Estimates: 
Est #11                  Div #1    Custom Construction and Design                             $  5,295.30 

Est #7                    Div #15  Superior Mechanical                                                 $30,210.00 

Est #2                    Div #8    BDS Contract Doors & Hardware- Interior              $20,000.00 

Est #1                    Div #8    BDS Contract Doors & Hardware- Exterior             $22,000.00 

Est #2                    Div #4    Superior Contractors                                                 $45,641.80 

Est #3                    Div #9    Superior Contractors                                                 $  4,872.55 

Est #2                    Div #2    Swenke Ims                                                               $  8,000.00 

Est #5                    Div #16  Nietz                                                                          $40,912.00 

 
 
Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda made by Councilperson Coleman and second by Councilperson 
Borgstrom.  All Ayes. 
 
VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL  
 
PUBLIC FORUM  
Melisa Ferris – 204 4th Ave NW – Thanked Mayor Johnson for sharing Attorney Leth’s opinion letter on 
the park shelter.  Ms. Ferris was more concerned with why the City didn’t have a policy for disposing of 
surplus materials and that the Minnesota legislature has passed a law that goes into effect August 1, 
2016 requiring cities to have a policy/procedure in place for disposal of surplus good or items that no 
longer have value.  Attorney Leth is aware of this. 
 
Holly Maroo – 205 6th Ave NE – Wanted to know why Councilperson Eggler has to always make 
unmerited issues against other councilmembers and it is obvious to her that he seems to have a 
vendetta.  Ms. Maroo stated enough is enough.  Ms. Maroo also asked Councilperson Eggler if he had a 
connection with the new DCI owner.  Ms. Maroo then stated that the DCI owner has no right to criticize 
the Mayor and Council.  Ms. Maroo thanked the Council for the job they are doing.  Ms. Maroo asked 
the Council to unite and move forward. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Resolution for Sale of Public Property – City Administrator Coleman stated that this would be a blanket 
resolution for the annual sale of surplus property.  Motion to approve Councilperson Borgstrom, second 
Councilperson Eggler with all voting aye. 

Resolution #7.4-16 
Resolution Approving the Sale of Public Property 

(on file) 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Sale of Fire Department Thermal Imaging Camera – City Administrator Coleman stated that the fire 
department has two cameras and this one is obsolete.  The Fire Department has received an offer from 
a vendor to buy this piece of equipment for $1500.  Motion made by Councilperson Coleman, second by 
Councilperson Borgstrom to sell the Fire Department thermal imaging camera.  All ayes 

 
National Joint Powers Alliances (NJPA) Agreement – Administrator Coleman stated that this is a 
cooperative purchasing agreement where we can have access to state bids for purchasing.  Motion 
made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Borgstrom to approve NJPA with all voting 
Aye. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor appointed Craig Carlson to the Parking Committee. 
 
The Mayor stated that he was at fairgrounds for the 9/11 exhibit opening and urges everyone to see it.  
The Mayor thanked the Fire Department, Police Department and EMS for everything they do. 
 
The Mayor stated that Kasson resident Carly Miller took second at the World Power Lifting 
Championship. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Estimates for Engineering Feasibility Studies – WHKS will be completing these feasibility reports and 
when we get information back we will have to figure out how to pay for them. 
 
Festival in the Park Parade Invitation – Administrator Coleman stated the Festival in the Park Parade 
will be August 14 and the parade chairman would like to know if they would like to ride on the firetruck 
or a sports car.  Councilpersons Borgstrom and Coleman stated that they will be available and would like 
to ride on the Firetruck.  Mayor Johnson will be out of town at a meeting that day, Councilpersons Eggler 
and Buck will have to let her know. 
 
Senator Senjem at Kasson City Hall, Wednesday, July 20 at 4PM – Administrator Coleman stated that 
we have invited Senator Senjem to Kasson to meet with representatives from Mantorville and Kasson 
regarding the WWTP project.  With the stalling of the funding this year we may not receive all of the 
funding that we were hoping for.  All councilmembers and public are invited. 
 
Administrator Coleman stated that the chip sealing will be happening potentially starting potentially the 
21st.  Engineer Theobald stated that when you see the no parking signs put up a day or two before. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT  
Engineer Theobald presented a map for the chip sealing. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Update – Engineer Theobald handed out a bid list for the WWTP.  
DN Tanks were the lowest bid at $3.35 million.  These need to be submitted to the MPCA and they need 
to be approved before the Council can approve them.    
 
PERSONNEL 
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Police Chief Ken Schuck Retirement – A motion accepting Chief Schuck’s resignation effective August 
31, 2016 made by Councilperson Eggler, second Councilperson Buck with all voting Aye.  Chief Schuck 
was thanked for his service. 
 
Chief Schuck Presentation of changes in Personnel at the Police Department – Chief Schuck suggested 
promoting Assistant Chief Kent Berghuis to Police Chief.  Mayor Johnson asked Attorney Leth if we can 
promote from within and Attorney Leth confirmed.  Motion to promote Assistant Chief Kent Berghuis 
to Police Chief effective August 31, 2016 at grade 16 Step 4 $39.69ph, made by Councilperson Eggler, 
second by Councilperson Coleman with all voting Aye.   
 
Chief Schuck asked the Council to please allow the Police Department to begin the hiring process for a 
full time patrol officer to maintain the number of officers at eight.  Motion by Councilperson Borgstrom 
second by Councilperson Buck with all voting Aye begin the hiring of a police Officer to maintain the 
number of officers at 8, starting at grade 10 step 1. 
 
Chief Schuck then asked the Council to allow the posting of a patrol/sergeant position instead of 
replacing assistant chief.  This would be a strictly internal posting process and we would score the 
applications and interview.  Chief Schuck presented his calculated savings for the department of 
$33,000.  The Mayor asked Sheriff Scott Rose and maybe Deputy Mike Leonhardt if they would be 
interested in sitting on this interview committee.  Councilperson Eggler stated that he would be 
interested in being on this committee, if possible.  Councilperson Coleman asked if they move someone 
internally to the Sergeant position will they replace that person.  Chief Schuck stated that would be ideal 
but he is not asking for an additional officer at this time.  Motion to allow posting of a Patrol Sergeant 
position within the Police Department per union contract, the Sergeant position would be in lieu of 
replace the Assistant Chief position made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Buck with 
all voting Aye. 

 
Police Chief asked the Council for a fulltime Administrative Assistant to share with the Kasson Fire 
Department.  Chief Schuck stated that they trained an administrative assistant and have been using this 
person approximately 9 hours a week since February.  Mayor would like to table the emergency services 
administrative assistant position and would like to look into this position closer.  Assistant Fire Chief 
Robinson stated that he has been doing the fire reports since 2004 and the City is paying his $10 an hour 
and the administrative assistant would take over this responsibility.  Assistant Fire Chief Robinson stated 
he could go back to doing grants.  Sheriff Scott Rose stated that having an administrative assistant would 
allow the Chief to be on the street more and would help the county in answering calls during the day.  
Councilperson Borgstrom would like to table this and take a closer look.  
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
6:28 pm - Closed meeting for Attorney Client Privilege -   
6:46 pm – Meeting Reopened 
Outcome – how to proceed with a grievance, mediation or arbitration.  Motion to strike arbitrators 
made by Councilperson Borgstrom, second by Councilperson Buck with all voting Aye. 
 
Attorney Leth asked for another closed session at the next meeting. 

 
Attorney Leth wanted to speak to Melisa Ferris’ request from last meeting regarding Statue 15.504.   
In regards to the park shelter it was their opinion that it was scrap material. 
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Attorney Leth stated that she does have the information that Ms. Ferris disseminated.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
June Police Department Report 
Report of LMC Conference - Coleman  
Thank you from MN Early Childhood Initiative to Kasson Public Library 
Notice from Canadian Pacific on Railroad Crossing at 8th Ave SW 
Eggler answers to Questions 
Zaworski Conference Report 
 
ADJOURN:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 pm 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    __________________________ 
Linda Rappe, City Clerk     Steve Johnson, Mayor   


