

KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021 

6:00 PM
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular City Council meeting was held at City Hall on the 14th day of July, 2021 at 6:00 PM.  

MAYOR MCKERN SWORE IN NEW COUNCILMEMBER RYAN CHRISTENSEN
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: Burton, Christensen, Eggler, Ferris and McKern  

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE ABSENT: None
THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:  City Clerk Linda Rappe, City Engineer Brandon Theobald, Investigator Runnells, City Attorney Melanie Leth, Finance Director Nancy Zaworski, Dave Dubbels, Tim O’Morro, Joe Jacobson, Brian Carlson and Victoria Leiske
PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE

APPROVE AGENDA
Add: L.1 Attorney - Closed session for Heaser Litigation Update
Add: M.6 Correspondence - Letter of Support from EDA 

Add: Mayor Report – Discussion on July 28 Council Meeting

Motion to Approve the Agenda as presented made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye

CONSENT AGENDA 
Minutes from June 23, 2021

Claims processed after the June 23, 2021 regular meeting, as audited for payment in the amount of $563,848.37

Resolution Accepting Donations for the Park and Recreation Department

Resolution #7.1-21

Resolution Accepting Donations for the Park and Recreation Department

(on file)

Committee/Commission/Board Minutes:

Park Board Minutes – June 15 DRAFT

Planning Commission – May 10, 2021

Planning Commission – May 24, 2021

Planning Commission – June 14, 2021 DRAFT

Conferences:

Linda Rappe
Advanced Academy
Waite Park, MN  Sept 23-24
  $75

Pay Estimate   Hydro-Klean, LLC
CCTV Inspection of Sanitary Sewer
Final - $12,772.99

Resolution Waiving Park Hours for Festival in the Park – A Special Event

Resolution #7.2-21
Resolution Waiving Park Hours for Festival in the Park, A Special Event

(on file)

Resolution Appointing Festival in the Park Volunteers

Resolution #7.3-21

Resolution Appointing Festival in the Park Volunteers

(on file)

Application for Fireworks

Resolution to Close Streets for Festival in the Park – A Special Event

Resolution #7.4-21
Resolution Approving Street Closings for Festival in the Park Activities

(on file)

Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda with correction to spelling in the Minutes made by Councilperson Burton, second by Councilperson Christensen with All Voting Aye.

VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL 

Joe Jacobson and Brian Carlson – They are representing Southeast MN Together.  There has been some action on the part of Southeast MN League of Municipalities to help them organize an effort for regional transportation planning and encouraged them to bring this information to the communities in the southeast MN region.    

They are having discussions now as to who leads, what is the plan for pilot project, what are the funding sources, long term plan?  Some of the money raised would go into hiring lobbyists and fundraisers. This message will be going out to all of the Counties in southeast MN.  If the City wishes to participate there is a resolution and a fee per capita.
MAYOR’S REPORT

July 28, meeting there will not be much of an agenda and staff and council people will not be available.  Motion to Cancel the July 28 City Council Meeting made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Christensen with All Voting Aye.


There will be an EMS Appreciation night during Festival in the Park.
PUBLIC FORUM
Victoria Leiske – recently built a house in the Houston’s Subdivision.  She was encouraged to come to this meeting regarding her watering sod bill.  The Council stated that according to the ordinance if it goes through the meter it gets charged for sewer and there is an option for a second outdoor meter that would not be charged sewer and the City does not credit sewer bills because of watering.
PUBLIC HEARING 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Fence Ordinance Recommendation - The planning commission felt that over regulation is not needed and permits are not needed.  The public hearing will be held in August at the Planning Commission and more discussion will be had.
OLD BUSINESS 

Food Truck Policy – Permit – Fee Schedule Amendment - Clerk Rappe explained that this would be the packet that a food truck would get. Motion to Approve the Policy in its entirety made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye.

NEW BUSINESS

Cemetery / Budget Discussion – Finance Director Zaworski stated that as part of budget preparation she is suggesting adding the cemetery budget to the Park Department is the General Fund.  The cemetery fund will eventually disappear since it is not a money maker.  Zaworski would like to know if the Council would like to preserve the balance in the cemetery fund for capital items and move the other line items into the general fund under the parks department.  Motion to Incorporate Cemetery Operations into the General Fund and the remaining Fund to be used for Capitol, made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Christensen with All Voting Aye.
Interfund Loan Resolution for TIF – Finance Director Zaworski stated that by adopting the resolution we are allowing ourselves to pay ourselves back with the creation of TIF protects and what we may be doing in the future.  Motion to Approve made by Councilperson Burton, second by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye.
Resolution #7.5-21
Resolution Approving The Terms Of Internal Loan In Connection With A Redevelopment Tax Increment Financing District

(on file)

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Administrator’s Report 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

NW Trail and 2021 Street Maintenance – Engineer Theobald stated that the bids were received and opened and the tabulation is in the packet.  This is being paid through budget and a DNR grant.
Resolution Awarding Project - Motion to Approve made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye.
Resolution #7.6-21

A Resolution Awarding And Approving Bid

For

N.W. Trail Improvements And 2021 Street Maintenance

(on file)
PERSONNEL

Resignation of Full Time Officer Matt Norland  - Motion to Approve and Thanked him for his Service made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye.
Recommendation to Hire Three Full Time Police Officers – James Ime, Jessica Peterson and Ryan Pecheco – Motion to Approve made by Councilperson Ferris, second by Councilperson Burton with All Voting Aye.
ATTORNEY


Closed Session for Heaser Litigation

Closed at 6:55PM
Opened 7:06PM
Update on Heaser Litigation from City Attorney Leth
CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence was reviewed
ADJOURN
7:06PM Motion to Adjourn made by Councilperson Christensen, second by Councilperson Ferris with all Voting Aye to Adjourn. 
ATTEST: 

__________________________



__________________________

Linda Rappe, City Clerk




Chris McKern, Mayor  
 

