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CHAPTER 151 BUILDING REGULATIONS; 
CONSTRUCTION 

ARTICLE 01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

PART 1 AMINISTRATION 
 Adoption of the State Building Code 151.01.11

(A) The State Building Code, as adopted by the Commissioner of Administration pursuant to 
M.S. § 326B.101 through § 326B.194, as may be amended from time to time, rules and 
regulations established, adopted and published from time to time by the State 
Commissioner of Administration, through the Building Codes and Standards Division is 
hereby adopted by reference with the exception of the optional chapters. The State 
Building Code is hereby incorporated in this subchapter as if fully set out herein. 

(B) No building or structure shall hereafter be constructed, altered, repaired or removed, 
except in conformity with the provisions of this Chapter or in conformity with the State 
Building Code. 

(C) The application, administration and enforcement of the code shall be in accordance with 
M.S. § 326B.101 through § 326B.194, as may be amended from time to time, and state 
rules promulgated by the Commissioner of Administration and any amendments thereto. 

 Board of Appeals; Created 151.01.12
(A) The City Council shall appoint a Board of Appeals which shall consist of two members of 

the City Council and a third member appointed by the City Council from the public.  

(B) A person aggrieved by the decision of the Building Official as to the application of the code, 
including any rules adopted pursuant to State Statute, may, within 30 days of the decision, 
appeal to the Board of Appeals.  

(C) The Board of Appeals may affirm, reverse or modify the decision of the Building Official. 
However, the Board of Appeals shall have no authority to waive the specific requirements 
of the State Building Code. 

(D) Any person aggrieved by the final decision of the Board of Appeals as to the application of 
the code may appeal the decision to the Commissioner of Administration pursuant to M.S. 
§ 326B.139, as may be amended from time to time. 

 Building Official; Appointed 151.01.13
(A) The Building Official for the City shall be a certified Building Official under the laws of the 

state. The Building Official shall be appointed by the City Council annually.  

(B) The Building Official shall be responsible for the enforcement of the State Building Code 
within the City. The Building Official shall inspect all buildings or structures during 
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construction to see that the provisions of the law are complied with and that construction is 
completed safely. 

(C) Whenever, in the opinion of the Building Official, by reason of defective or illegal work 
(work without a permit) in violation of a provision of this Chapter, the continuance of a 
building operation is contrary to the law and the public welfare, he or she may order all 
further work to be stopped until the condition in violation has been remedied. 

 Removal or Restoration of Unsafe or Dangerous Buildings 151.01.14
(A) Any building or structure within the City limits that may be or shall, at any time hereafter, be 

deemed dangerous or unsafe by the Building Official shall, unless made safe and secure, 
be taken down and removed in compliance with Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
guidelines within 90 days of determination. Upon failure to restore or remove the building 
or structure within 90 days, the City will have the building or structure demolished and 
assess the costs incurred to the property owner. 

(B) A building or structure declared unsafe by the Building Official may be restored to safe 
condition; provided that, if the damage or cost of reconstruction or restoration is in excess 
of 50 percent of the assessed value of the building or structure, the building or structure, if 
constructed or restored, shall be made to conform with the requirements for new buildings 
hereafter erected. 

 Permits; Fees 151.01.15
(A) No building or structure shall be erected, altered or moved until a building permit has been 

obtained from the Building Official stating that the building or structure, according to the 
plans for its erection or alteration, complies with this subchapter and other building laws or 
ordinances and health laws or ordinances which are new or may hereafter be in force. The 
failure to obtain a building permit as required by this section prior to the commencement of 
work shall result in a building permit fee and penalty which shall be set by Ordinance. 

(B) Application for a building permit shall be made to the City Administrator on forms to be 
furnished by the City Administrator. Each application for a permit to construct or alter a 
building or structure shall be accompanied by proper information as required for permit 
issuance.  

(1) The Building Official shall issue a building permit only after the application, together 
with the building plans, has been approved.  

(2) A permit shall expire if the building or work authorized by the permit is not 
commenced within six months from the date of the permit. 

(C) The Building Official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not 
exceeding 180 days, upon written request by the permittee holding an unexpired permit 
showing a good and satisfactory reason.  
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(1) No permit shall be extended more than once. All building permits issued are 
nontransferable.  

(2) The fee for a building permit and the fee for an extension of a building permit may 
be set from time to time by Ordinance, refer to the City Fee Schedule. 

(D) No building shall be demolished in the City until a demolition permit has been obtained 
from the City Administrator, stating that the building may be demolished.  

(1) The demolition process, including the grading of the lot, shall be completed within 
30 days of the date of issuance of the demolition permit.  

(2) Any vacant or unoccupied building shall be secured so that the same is not open to 
trespass during the demolition process.  

(a) If a vacant or unoccupied building is deemed hazardous, due to the fact that 
the building is open to trespass and has not been secured, the City Council 
may order the building secured and shall cause notice to the owner of the 
premises, or his or her agent, by delivering a copy to him or her or by 
mailing it to him or her at his or her last known address. Service by mail is 
complete upon mailing.  

(b) If the owner or agent of the building fails to comply with the order within ten 
days after the order is served upon him or her, the governing body shall 
cause the building to be properly secured, and the cost thereof may be 
charged against the real estate pursuant to M.S. § 463.21 et seq., as may 
be amended from time to time.  

(c) The fee for a demolition permit shall be set by Ordinance. 

(3) A cash deposit will be required prior to the issuance of a demolition permit.  

(a) The deposit will be refunded to the permittee when the work has been 
completed to the satisfaction of the City Building Official.  

(b) The required cash deposit, based on the square foot size of the building to 
be demolished, shall be set by Ordinance. 

 Permit Fee Surcharge 151.01.16
In addition to the permit fees mentioned above, a surcharge shall be collected on all permits 
issued for work governed by the State Building Code and the surcharge shall be remitted to the 
state in accordance with M.S. § 326B.106, as may be amended from time to time. 

 Building Records Retrieval and Copying Charges 151.01.17
(A) A fee in an amount to be determined by the City Council shall be charged to persons 

requesting building records to defray the cost of retrieval and copying of same.  

(B) The fee for the retrieval and copying of the building records shall be payable to the City 
Administrator.  
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(C) The fee for the retrieval and copying of building records may be revised from time to time 
and set by Ordinance. 

 Penalty 151.01.18
(A) Any person violating any provision of this Chapter for which no specific penalty is 

prescribed shall be subject to § 10.99. 

(B) A violation of this Chapter and the State Building Code and rules adopted pursuant thereto 
shall be a misdemeanor and the maximum misdemeanor penalties shall apply. 

  


