












































































































KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
Wednesday, Aug 26, 2020  

6:00 PM 
 

5:30 Budget Discussion Work Session 
2021 Budget 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE 
6:00 A. COUNCIL 
  

1. Approve agenda - Make additions, deletions or corrections at this time. 
2. Consent Agenda - All matters listed under Item 2, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the City Council and will be enacted with one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these 
items unless a Council Member so requests, in which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will 

be considered separately.  
  

a. Minutes from August 12, 2020 
 
b. Claims processed after the August 12, 2020 regular meeting, as audited for payment 
 

 c. Resolution Accepting Park Donation 

 

 d.  Acknowledge Committee Minutes 

  i. Library Board meeting July 2020 

  ii. Planning Commission Minutes 7-13-20 

  iii Planning Commission Draft Minutes from 8-10-20 

 

 e.  Evaluations: 

  i. Nancy Zaworski  Finance Director  at top of scale 

  ii. Pat Shafer-Gottschalk  Library Director Remove from Probation 

  

 f.  Pay Request - #4 Final Request for East Main St Storm Sewer $61,580.76   BCM Const 

   

 B. VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL  
   

C. MAYOR’S REPORT 
  

 D. PUBLIC FORUM 
· May not be used to continue discussion on an agenda item that already had been held as a public hearing. 
· This section is limited to 15 minutes and each speaker is limited to 4 minutes. 
· Speakers not heard will be first to present at the next Council meeting. 
· Speakers will only be recognized once. 
· Matters under negotiation, litigation or related to personnel will not be discussed. 
· Questions posed by a speaker will generally be responded to in writing. 
· Speakers will be required to state their name and their address for the record. 

  
 E. PUBLIC HEARING  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 F. COMMITTEE REPORT  
  1.  Planning Commission – Minor Subdivision Plaza 57 
   i.  Resolution Approving the Minor Subdivision 
 



   G. OLD BUSINESS  
  1.  Natural Gas Ordinance – First read 
 
 H. NEW BUSINESS 
  1.  Planning Proposals 
 

I. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
 1.  Administrator’s Report 
 2.  Cares Act Resolution 
 3.  Council Action Sheet 
 
J. ENGINEER’S REPORT 

1.  I and I Reduction - Sump Pump and Sewer Lateral Program 

i.  Council direction on restarting the Sump Pump Program this year 

 
 K. PERSONNEL 
  1.  Promotion of Christy DeLima to Sr. Liquor Clerk inc to grade 3 Step 3 $17.60ph eff 8/11/20 
 

L. ATTORNEY  
  

 M. CORRESPONDENCE  
  1.  SEMMCHRA Reports 
  2.  Summer Reading Program Report 
 

N. ADJOURN   



KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  1 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020  2 

6:00 PM 3 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular City Council meeting was held at City Hall on the 12th day of 4 

August, 2020 at 6:15 PM.   5 

 6 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: Burton, Eggler, Ferris, McKern and Zelinske  7 

 8 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE ABSENT: None 9 

 10 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Tim Ibisch, City Clerk Linda Rappe and Finance 11 

Director Nancy Zaworski, City Engineer Brandon Theobald, Police Chief Josh Hanson, Fire Chief Joe Fitch, 12 

Deputy Fire Chief Chris Seljan, Firefighters, Matt Lawrence, Jason Campbell and Chris Schuh, Tim O’Morro, 13 

Krista Weigel, Josh Mitchell, Moriah Mastin, Marley Smith and David Dubbels 14 

 15 

5:00PM Work Session: 16 

Presentations for new Fire Hall 17 

Robert Kryzanowski, Five Bugles Design and James Schmidt of Five Bugles Design, Jason Plante from Market 18 

Johnson presented their construction/program management process for getting a study going for a 19 

potential new fire hall, response times for locations, conceptual designs, etc.  20 

Karen Klein and Mike Piper from ICS also presented. 21 

 22 

PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE 23 

 24 

APPROVE AGENDA  25 

Remove L.1 Closed Session 26 

Add: J.1 16th St update 27 

Add: I.3 Councilperson Burton recognition of past City Attorney Guzinski 28 

 29 

Motion to Approve the Amended Agenda made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Burton 30 

with All Voting Aye 31 

 32 

CONSENT AGENDA  33 

Minutes from July 22, 2020 34 

 35 

Minutes from July 8, 2020 36 

 37 

Claims processed after the July 22, 2020 regular meeting, as audited for payment in the amount of 38 

$548,983.82 39 

 40 

Acknowledge Committee Minutes 41 

Fire Department Meeting Minutes August 3, 2020 42 

Park Board Minutes 7-21-20 DRAFT 43 

 44 

Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims   45 

Resolution #8.1-20 46 

Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims to the County Auditor 47 

(on file) 48 
Evaluations: 49 

Mike Bolster Ice Arena/Parks Worker At top of scale 50 

Tim Ibisch  City Administrator  Remove from Probation 51 



  52 

Motion to Approve made by Councilperson Burton, second by Councilperson Zelinske with All voting 53 

Aye. 54 
 55 

VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL  56 

1.  Fire Department Lifesaving Presentation – Fire Chief Fitch recognized Marley Smith, Moriah Mastin, Alyana 57 

Gossard and Josh Mitchell for their action on June 30 for their lifesaving performance on Maggie Boice.   It 58 

took the girls 13 seconds for them getting them out of the water to performing CPR.  Maggie is doing fine and 59 

enjoying the rest of her summer.  60 

 61 

MAYOR’S REPORT 62 

Kathy O’Malley Appointment to EDA - Mayor McKern recommended and made a motion to approve, second 63 

by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye. 64 

 65 

Councilperson Duane Burton publicly recognized Joe Guzinski who passed away a couple of weeks ago.  Joe 66 

worked for the City as City Attorney for 33 1/3 years we offer our sincere condolences to his family.   67 

 68 

Mental Healthcare Discussion – Mayor stated that we have an opportunity to spend some of the CARES 69 

money on mental health initiatives.  He is asking to take $25K to provide educational training and/or programs 70 

for mental health to help our citizens.   71 

Ideas to consider were; prepaying for 75 sessions at $150 each at Fernbrook for people who do not have 72 

insurance that covers mental health; Zumbro Valley Mental Health is will to provide, suicide prevention 73 

program, they can do this live or webinar; the counselor recommended the movie “Suicide, The Ripple Effect”; 74 

Fernbrook would put together up to five presentations, could be webinars; a couple of the school counselor at 75 

KM School had some ideas.  Mayo Clinic had some ideas and may be able to help with education but they 76 

stated that they move very slowly and we need to get this done within the next three months; NAMI offers 77 

classes also.  Kmtelecom will look into putting some of these presentations on the cable channel; whatever is 78 

decided the Kasson Chamber is willing to help get the work out. The Fire Department has offered to make 79 

some PSA videos.  River Ridge offers free webinars for dealing with COVID.   80 

The Council was in agreement with the Mayor on his ideas.  Councilperson Burton agrees and to playing the 81 

PSA videos before the movie on movie night and at the theater.  There could be a tool box on the City’s 82 

website with everything that is offered and people can go to the toolbox to see what they wanted to use. 83 

Administrator Ibisch stated that using the CARES money that has to be used and paid before November 15.   84 

 85 

PUBLIC FORUM  86 

PUBLIC HEARING  87 

COMMITTEE REPORT  88 

Eda July Minutes – Administrator Ibisch highlighted that the County is going to be allocating CARES money to 89 

EDA and they are asking that we allocate money into the pot for businesses in the County.  The EDA has asked 90 

for $40,000 of Kasson’s CARES money to participate with the County. 91 

 92 

OLD BUSINESS  93 

Electrical Issues – Generac switch – Administrator Ibisch stated that the council received information from 94 

Mr. Borgstrom and from the Electric Supervisor.  The Electric Supervisor’s recommendation to maintain status 95 

quo.  Councilperson Zelinske stated that most people use a meter disconnect.  Ibisch stated no action required 96 

and the Council was comfortable with maintaining status quo.  No action was taken. 97 

 98 

Fire Relief By-laws -  Chief Fitch stated that the fire relief members voted on and passed this at their meeting 99 

on August 3.  There are no changes since the Council first received this at the last meeting.  Motion to 100 

Approve made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye. 101 



 102 

NEW BUSINESS 103 

Establish/Change Council Meeting dates and Budget- Finance Director Zaworski referred to her memo 104 

changing November and December Council meeting dates and setting dates for preliminary and final levy and 105 

budget.  Administrator Ibisch suggested having one meeting in November on the 18th and if needed we could 106 

schedule a special meeting since the first meeting would be Veterans Day and the second meeting is the night 107 

before Thanksgiving.  Finance Director Zaworski stated there is time to notify the public.  Motion to cancel the 108 

two meetings in November and have a meeting on November 18 made by Councilperson Eggler, second by 109 

Councilperson Zelinske with All Voting Aye. 110 

Zaworski stated that the budget meetings need to be set for the County.  Zaworski suggested September 23 to 111 

set the preliminary budget and levy and December 9th as the final budget and levy discussion with a backup 112 

date of December 16.  Motion to move the second Council meeting in December from 23 to 16 made by 113 

Councilperson Ferris, second by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye. 114 

Motion to set the date for preliminary budget and levy on September 23 and the final meeting on December  115 

9 with a backup date of December 16 made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Burton with All 116 

Voting Aye.  117 

 118 

Annexation – Administrator Ibisch stated that a request for annexation has been made for a small parcel in 119 

Kasson Meadows area.  It would be a small parcel, enough for three residential lots.  Ibisch and the Engineer 120 

Theobald feel bringing in the entire parcel would be better.  There are some transportation issues in this 121 

neighborhood that need to be worked out.  To the west of this parcel is the school district and ZED property 122 

and they are also looking at annexing in the near future.   123 

 124 

PD CARES Act Requests – Administrator Ibisch stated that the EMS Committee met and they have heard this 125 

request.  The phone lines have already been upgraded.  The technology upgrades would be to make the Police 126 

Department COVID ready and this would be included on the resolution for use of the COVID money 127 

distribution. 128 

 129 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 130 

Administrator’s Report – Administrator Ibisch highlighted his report.  The City had a request for someone who 131 

has a paranormal crew want to go to Maple Grove Cemetery and they have had activity out there before 132 

during the day and would like to go out there at night on August 22.  We are having her sign release forms 133 

since it is city property.  Motion to Approve Lovely Bones Paranormal to be in Maple Grove Cemetery after 134 

closing on August 22 made by Mayor McKern, second by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye.   135 

Councilperson Burton stated that if there is any damage they will cover the expense.  Finance Director 136 

Zaworski stated that we will ask them to be respectful for where they walk.   137 

 138 

Natural Gas Fees – The Council asked Administrator Ibisch to bring them a resolution with language similar to 139 

the Stewartville scenario in the packet. 140 

 141 

Land Purchase Discussion – A resident has inquired about buying some land from the city and the park 142 

supervisor stated that this is not being utilized by the Parks Department.  The Council was in agreement that 143 

the resident would have to have the survey done and there may be an easement required.  City Engineer 144 

Theobald stated that there is a 5th St ROW easement.  The Council would like more information regarding the 145 

easement and the riser.  The Park Board has not seen this yet. 146 

   147 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 148 

16th St NE Update – Engineer Theobald explained the surface defects on 16th and he has met with MnDOT and 149 

the contractor and they are working on the solution.  The speed on 16th St. was originally designed for 45 miles 150 

per hour, they were not able to cut the hills down as far as they wanted to.  The statutory limit is 55mph and if 151 



we want to post it at 45mph a speed and design study has to be done.  They decided on posting a speed limit 152 

ahead sign farther out.   153 

Councilperson Eggler asked about a crosswalk at 16th St and 5th Ave NE.  Engineer Theobald stated it was not 154 

repainted with the understanding that public works will paint it before school starts but they were still 155 

working on safes routes to school.   156 

 157 

PERSONNEL 158 

Police Department Resignation – Motion to Accept the Resignation and Thanked him for his Service made by 159 

Councilperson Ferris, second by Councilperson Eggler with All Voting Aye.  160 

 161 

Liquor Store Resignation – Motion to Accept the Resignation with Thanks and Wished Her the Best made by 162 

Councilperson Burton, second by Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye. 163 

 164 

ATTORNEY  165 

CORRESPONDENCE  166 

Correspondence was reviewed 167 

 168 

Administrator Ibisch stated that there will be a work session before the next council meeting on August 12 169 

starting at 5PM. 170 

 171 

ADJOURN 7:32M 172 

Motion to Adjourn made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Burton with all voting Aye to 173 

Adjourn. 174 

 175 

ATTEST:  176 

 177 

 178 

 179 

__________________________    __________________________ 180 

Linda Rappe, City Clerk     Chris McKern, Mayor    181 

  182 

 183 

  184 

  185 

 186 

  187 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                188 

   189 

  190 



































































CITY OF KASSON 

RESOLUTION #8.__-20 

 

  RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE PARK AND 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Kasson-Mantorville Girls Softball Association has made a donation to 

the City of Kasson in the amount of $250.00 to be allocated for lawful purposes to the 

Park and Recreation Department. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

KASSON, MINNESOTA: 

 

These donations to the City of Kasson Park and Recreation Department are hereby 

accepted. 

 

ADOPTED this 26
th

 day of August, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________   _______________________ 

Chris McKern, Mayor       Linda Rappe, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Council Member 

____ and duly seconded by Council Member ____.  Upon a vote being taken, the 

following members voted in favor thereof: ________.  Those against same: ____. 
 



KASSON PUBLIC LIBRARY (KPL) BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, July 14th, 2020, at 6:00pm in the Library 

 
Present:  Lisa Carlsen, Melissa Ferris, Pres. Tarik Kamel, Laurie Schultz, Jon Wright and Dir. Pat Shaffer-Gottschalk 
Absent:  none 
Visitors:  Nancy Zaworski, Kasson Finance Director 
 
Petitions to the Chair:  none 
Amendments to Agenda:  Pat requested to add “11.3 Reschedule Board Meeting due to Election Day”. Motion to 

approve agenda by Kamel, 2nd by Wright. Motion carried. 
 
Guest Nancy Zaworski: Nancy presented four options regarding future parking lot expansion and the current library 

reserve funds to the Board: 
1. Fund the amount out of the reserve fund. 
2. Budget and save for 3 years. 
3. Fund the project using several shared city sources. 
4. Fund the amount from personnel budget recoups with assistance from the reserve fund. 

 
Minutes of the June KPL Board Meeting:  Motion to approve by Wright, 2nd by Ferris. Motion carried. 
Financial Reports/Payables:  Motion to approve by Schultz, 2nd by Kamel. Motion carried. 
Monthly Reports/Receivables:  Motion to approve by Wright, 2nd by Ferris. Motion carried.  
 
Director’s Report: 

 Funded by a free grant from OCI, KPL has been digitizing KM High School yearbooks from 1950-present. All but a few 
missing years are being processed. Requests for the missing years are included in the City of Kasson utility bill. 

 KPL website now features a free resume builder. 

 New flags were purchased and a new halo light above the state flag was replaced. 

 New countertops, courtesy of Jon Wright, are available in the MakerSpace. Friends of KPL donated tables and chairs. 

 Funded by recent memorial donations, an annotated bibliography and additional resources on the subject of grief 
and loss will be made available. 

 Funded by donations, books on the subject of inclusion will be purchased. 

 Gale Udemy, costing $2500/year subscription, provided a lack-luster trial for Board members. 

 Beginning September, Pat will present 2+ library policies for Board review and approval in order to update KPL 
policies. 

Summer Reading Program (June 1-July 31): 

 406 books in June were given away twice a week to children (preschool-high school) utilizing the Book Bug. 

 4 online Storytimes reached 1,334 people. 

 480 people have viewed the 2 grant-funded, professional programs online. 
Building Report:   

 Roto-Rooter offered 2 recommendations regarding the plumbing: install a “total toilet” with a different trapway and 
better line carry or continue flushing the line with 5 gallons of water at the end of each day. At this time, KPL will 
continue flushing the line. 

 Fire alarm system was testing on July 1st with extinguishers checked monthly. 

 Paint estimates by Josh Fjerstad Painting and Nickelson Painting were presented. Motion to approve Josh Fjerstad 
Painting by Schultz, 2nd by Wright. Motion approved. Funds from the library reserve will be used to cover the cost. 

2021 Budget: 

 Kasson City Engineer Brandon Theobald estimates the 2021 cost for the parking lot expansion to be $45,000 and the 
delivery door entrance project to be $25,000. 

 Pat proposed the 2021 KPL Budget. With the recommendations from Nancy Zaworski, the Board requested a 
substantial increase to Capital Improvements for future needs. Ferris motioned to approve the budget on the 
conditions that it not exceed the 2020 approved budget of $425,535 and that the Capital Improvements line item be 
approved by Nancy Zaworski; 2nd by Schultz. Motion passed. 



 
Committee Reports:   

City Council:  none 
Friends of the Library:  none 
SELCO Board of Director’s Meeting:  none 

 
Old Business:  The Gale Udemy trial did not entice any Board members to support joining. KPL staff will continue 

pouring water down the toilets to attempt to flush the piping rather than investing in a new toilet. 
New Business:  2021 Budget and the parking lot expansion as covered under the Director’s Report. The KPL Board of 

Trustees meeting for August was rescheduled to August 18th due to the 11th being an election day. 
General Discussion:  none 
 
Adjourn:  7:45pm 
Respectfully submitted by:  Laurie Schultz, secretary 



MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
July 13, 2020 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular Planning Commission meeting was held at 
City Hall on the 13th day of July, 2020 at 6:30 PM 
 
THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT: Commissioner Ferris, Commissioner Zelinske, Commissioner 
Tinsley, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Burton, Commissioner Torkelson and 
Commissioner Fitch 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ABSENT: None 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:   Administrator Ibisch, Clerk Rappe, Brad Schieb, Chad 
Stannard and Tim O’Morrow 

CALL TO ORDER AT 6:30PM 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING June 8, 2020 - Motion made to Approve the June 8, 2020 
Meeting Minutes as submitted made by Commissioner Burton, second by Commissioner Tinsley with 
All Voting Aye. 

STANNARD DISCUSSION – POTENTIAL CUP REVISION ON A STORAGE UNIT. – 

Administrator Ibisch gave background stating that this does not currently meet the requirements 

of the current conditional use permit. 

Chad Stannard – 24749 619th St, Mantorville – he is the owner of Kasson Storage on the south 

side of Highway 14.  He has received many calls for storage of campers.  Currently there are two 

buildings built with the potential of 5 buildings and he has the space at the moment and this 

would be additional revenue for himself.  He stated that there are 16 cars at Hoff’s Collision 

Center at the moment.   

 

Mr. Stannard’s plan is to put in security lights and camera and a fence but he does not have the 

money at the moment.  The storage would be on the south side of the current buildings.  He 

would put gravel in the grass area. 

The vehicle would have to be a running vehicle, boat or campers. 

Time limit for storage 

 

The Planning Commissioners thought that this would be acceptable to bring forward with 

screening, enforceability of surface, with drainage and schematic on parking plan and time limit 

this is a short term.  Staff will coordinate with Stannard. 

  

ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE – Brad Schieb, HKGi went through the updates. Mr. 

Schieb stated that variances that are recorded should be officially revoked.  An addition to the 

fee schedule for a recording fee for variances and cups would be appropriate.  Concept plan 

replaces the current term of general development plan.  Planned Unit Developments would not 

be their own district.   Administrator Ibisch would like city parks added to the map.  Mr. Schieb 

went over the new maps and the map with the major changes that would affect properties.   

  



OTHER - Nothing  

 

ADJOURN 8:04PM 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Linda Rappe, City Clerk 



 

 

MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
August 10, 2020 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular Planning Commission meeting was 
held at City Hall on the 10th day of August, 2020 at 6:30 PM 
 
THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT: Commissioner Ferris, Commissioner Zelinske, 
Commissioner Tinsley, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Burton, Commissioner 
Torkelson and Commissioner Fitch 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ABSENT: None 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:   Administrator Ibisch, Clerk Rappe, Ron 
Carlson and Tim O’Morrow 

CALL TO ORDER AT 6:30PM 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – JULY 13, 2020 - Commissioner Tinsley 
pointed out that the storage would be on the south side not north side in the Stannard 
discussion.   
Motion to accept the minutes as corrected made by Commissioner Tinsley, 
second by Commissioner Zelinske with all voting Aye. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING STANNARD CUP – Administrator Ibisch stated that this is a new 
Conditional Use Permit for Storage Unit and Outside storage. Ibisch stated that we have 
not received any of the items that were asked of Mr. Stannard, The Planning 
Commission needs to define dust proof and what dust proof conditions would look like.  
Mr. Stannard was not in attendance.  Public Hearing opened, No comments.  Public 
Hearing closed.  Administrator Ibisch read a definition of “dust proof”. 

 
Commissioner Thompson - He didn’t finish with current CUP and wants to change it.   
Commissioner Burton – address the dust proof and maybe table this until we can get 
the information we have asked for. 
Commissioner Zelinske – Stannard needs a good base of river rock or sewer rock with 
chloride. Zelinske would like to see the plans for screening, parking and proper 
surfacing.   
Commissioner Tinley – specify the performance of what needs to be achieved.   
Administrator Ibisch stated that staff will email him exactly what is needed and that it is 
needed by the September meeting. 
 
Motion to Table until the September Meeting made by Commissioner Burton, 
second by Commissioner Thompson with All Voting Aye. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION – Request by Brad Clemons, Plaza 57 
to split off some land.  Administrator Ibisch stated that this should allow for proper water 
distribution and allow for the full use of Mr. Carlson’s land.  Ron Carlson stated that this 
strip will allow for a raingarden type lot and then to bore under the driveway for 



 

 

drainage.  Administrator Ibisch stated that we are creating a parcel for Carlson to 
purchase.  Carlson stated that he got an “ok” from MnDOT and the DNR. 

Public Hearing Opened. 
Ron Carlson - 61698 257th Ave., Mantorville – see comments above. 
Public Hearing Closed 
 

Commissioner Zelinske stated this is what we wanted to do in the first place.  Ibisch 
stated this will help drainage.   
 
Motion to Approve made by Commissioner Zelinske, second by Commissioner 
Fitch.  Ayes: Burton, Ferris, Tinsley, Zelinske, Torkelson, Fitch Abstain: 
Thompson 

 
POTENTIAL REVOCATION OF IMAGES VARIANCE NO WORK PERFORMED AND 
VARIANCE NOT FILED. 
Grounds. Any variance or conditional use permit previously granted or issued may be 
revoked, suspended or modified on any one or more of the following grounds: 
 
     (1)    That the approval was obtained by fraud or misrepresentation; 
 
     (2)    That the use for which such approval was granted is not being exercised; 
 
     (3)    That the use for which such approval was granted has ceased to exist or has 
been suspended for one year or more; 
 
     (4)    That the conditional use permit or variance is being, or has been, exercised 
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute, 
ordinance, law or other regulation; 
 
     (5)    That the use for which approval was granted was so exercised as to be 
detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or so as to constitute a nuisance. 
 
The business is in a different position that it was at the time.  No work has been 
performed.  Chairman Ferris was concerned about other variances that have not been 
acted on. Commissioner Zelinske noted that he had been in favor of this previously 
however, the business was no longer in operation and control of the site was important 
for the next owner.  There was a lot of discussion regarding variances and having them 
filed and timelines.  The Commission will have a further discussion regarding the 
procedure for variance filing and make a recommendation to Council this fall when the 
fee schedule is being set. 
 
Motion to Recommend the Revocation of the Variance of Setback for Images, 
made by Commissioner Zelinske, second Commissioner Burton.  Ayes:  Ferris, 
Burton, Torkelson, Thompson, Fitch and Zelinske.  Abstain: Tinsley. 

 



 

 

POTENTIAL ANNEXATION REQUEST FOR KASSON MEADOWS 7TH – Administrator 
Ibisch stated that the annexation will be going to City Council but that he would like to 
keep the planning and zoning board apprised of annexations due to transportation 
issues.  Ibisch stated that this is a part of a parcel and he would like the whole parcel to 
come in.  His recommendation would be to not accept this unless they bring in the 
whole parcel.  
 
Commissioner Thompson stated that if we allow him to annex these three lots then we 
have to address drainage and exits from the neighborhood. However, he still feels it is 
worth bringing in. Commissioner Burton noted that a west and north access out of this 
development were vitally necessary and the Comp Plan backs that up. 

  
ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE – Administrator Ibisch wanted to bring the changes 
forward on the major change map and the public hearing for the zoning ordinance at the 
next meeting.  Ibisch is comfortable maintaining the current use of these properties.  
Chairman Ferris stated that he really doesn’t want to force a rezone on anyone. Burton 
stated that we still don’t know what the use around some of these properties will be yet 
and we still have the comp plan to fall back on, at a future time we may have to make a 
decision on these properties. 

  
OTHER – Administrator Ibisch stated that Bigelow-Voigt will be bringing a plat and the 
Meadowbrook II plat will be coming in the next month or so.  Commissioner Zelinske 
brought up that Rochester is considering no longer allowing cul-de-sacs.  The Board 
discussed the state of private roads in Kasson and advised against the City’s 
construction of cul-de-sacs in the future 

 
ADJOURN 7:42 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Linda Rappe, City Clerk 



 

 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: City Administrator 

Date: 8/20/2020 

Re: Finance Director Performance Review 

 

To Mayor McKern and the City Council: 

 

I have reviewed the performance of our Finance Director Nancy Zaworski with her and 

discussed a variety of job performance targets for 2020. Those include working to continuing to 

support the IT function, working towards Greenstep 3 status, planning for increased HRA 

operations, and upgraded UB functionality. She will be working very closely with staff most 

especially Cassie Sullivan and the utilities departments to make sure that all the data delivered 

to her is accurate and proper. Additionally, we discussed the interaction of staff here at City 

Hall and how we can make this work environment more positive and supportive. 

 

Ms. Zaworski is a capable and effective employee and I consider her as one of the core 

employees at City Hall. She meets and exceeds expectations regularly. She is currently at Step 7 

in Grade 16 and is at the top of her pay range. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Timothy Ibisch 
City Administrator 



 

 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: City Administrator 

Date: 8/21/2020 

Re: Library Director Performance Review 

 

To Mayor McKern and the City Council: 

 

I have studied the performance review of our Library Director Pat Shaffer-Gottschalk. It was 

undertaken by the Library Board and their recommendation is to remove the probationary tag 

from Pat’s status. They noted that goals for her include: to make sure she does not work too 

many hours in any given week, but instead delegates tasks to other staff members, to provide 

support for the review of Kasson Public Library’s policy book, and to be cognizant of the 

building and surrounding grounds regarding needs and improvements (i.e. parking lot 

expansion). 

The Board indicates, and I quote, “Pat, so far, has shown herself to be a very capable director. 

She combines her prior work experience along with new ideas and plans for KPL. She has 

demonstrated superior leadership during continuing quarantining of items and maintaining 

social distancing of staff and patrons.” My own interaction with Pat has been very good and I 

believe the Library Board’s recommendation to remove her from probationary status is correct 

and should be approved. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Timothy Ibisch 
City Administrator 



2905 South Broadway 
Rochester, MN 55904-5515 
Phone: 507.288.3923 
Fax: 507.288.2675 
Email: rochester@whks.com 
Website: www.whks.com  
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August 20, 2020 
 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Kasson 
401 5th Street SE 
Kasson, MN 55944-2204 
 
 
RE:  Kasson, MN 

East Main Street Storm Sewer Improvements 
Pay Request No. 4  

 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
Enclosed is the Final Pay Request No. 4 for work on the above referenced project.    
 
We recommend that the City accept the project and make final payment in the amount of 
$61,580.76 to: 
 

BCM Construction, Inc. 

15760 Acorn Trail, 
 Faribault, MN 55021 
 

Acceptance by the City Council will initiate the start of the one-year maintenance bond, as 
specified in the contract documents. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

WHKS & CO. 

 
Brandon W. Theobald, P.E. 
 
BT/cpf 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Timothy Ibisch, City Administrator 
 Aaron Miller, BCM Construction, Inc. 
 



2905 South Broadway  
Rochester, MN 55904
Phone: 507.288.3923

 
FINAL PAYMENT ESTIMATE

FOR CONSTRUCTION WORK COMPLETED

Project: East Main Street Storm Sewer Improvements Bid Price: $987,076.51
Project No.: 8659 Date: Jun. 12, 2020
Location: Kasson, Minnesota Estimate #: 4
Contractor: BCM Construction, Inc. % Complete: 101%

Line No. Description
Contract
Quantity Unit Unit Price

Quantity
Completed
Previous
Estimate

Quantity
Completed

This
Estimate

Quantity
Completed

to Date Total to Date

1. Mobilization 1 L.S. $ 20,000.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 20,000.00

2. Traffic Control 1 L.S. $ 3,200.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 3,200.00

3. Clearing & Grubbing 1 L.S. $ 7,000.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 7,000.00

4. Railroad Protective Services 1 L.S. $ 9,000.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 9,000.00

5. Remove  Bituminous Pavement 2,218 S.Y. $ 4.00 2,218.0 0.0 2,218.0 $ 8,872.00

6. Remove Concrete Curb & Gutter 263 L.F. $ 5.00 297.0 0.0 297.0 $ 1,485.00

7. Remove Concrete Pavement and Sidewalk 82 S.Y. $ 15.00 45.0 0.0 45.0 $ 675.00

8. Remove Storm Sewer 52 L.F. $ 20.00 148.0 0.0 148.0 $ 2,960.00

9. Remove Sanitary Sewer 653 L.F. $ 5.00 621.5 0.0 621.5 $ 3,107.50

10. Remove Watermain 40 L.F. $ 12.00 160.0 0.0 160.0 $ 1,920.00

11. Remove Storm Sewer Structure 3 Each $ 375.00 5.0 0.0 5.0 $ 1,875.00

12. Remove Sanitary Sewer Structure 5 Each $ 410.00 6.0 0.0 6.0 $ 2,460.00

13. Adjust Gate Valve Box 1 Each $ 185.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 $ -

14. Adjust Frame and Ring Casting 2 Each $ 425.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 425.00

15. Remove and Replace Chain Link Fence 400 L.F. $ 15.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 $ -

16. Common Excavation (P) 1,000 C.Y. $ 12.00 1,000.0 0.0 1,000.0 $ 12,000.00

17. Solid Rock Excavation 20 C.Y. $ 95.00 6.0 0.0 6.0 $ 570.00

18. Subgrade Preparation 12" 5 Road Sta. $ 460.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 $ -

19. Geotextile Fabric Type V (P) 2,197 S.Y. $ 1.50 2,197.0 0.0 2,197.0 $ 3,295.50

20. Aggregate Base Placed (CV), Class 5 (P) 733 C.Y. $ 32.00 733.0 0.0 733.0 $ 23,456.00

21. Aggregate Sub-base - Breaker Run (CV) 145 C.Y. $ 25.00 733.0 0.0 733.0 $ 18,325.00

22. 3-Inch Bituminous Driveway Pavement 21 S.Y. $ 17.00 18.0 0.0 18.0 $ 306.00

23. Type SP 12.5 Wearing Course Mix SPWEB240B 281 Ton $ 81.00 264.0 0.0 264.00 $ 21,384.00

24. Type SP 12.5 Non-Wearing Course Mix SPNWB230B 281 Ton $ 81.00 263.2 0.0 263.2 $ 21,319.20

25. 6" Concrete Walk 153 S.F. $ 20.00 405.0 0.0 405.0 $ 8,100.00

26. Truncated Domes 10 S.F. $ 60.00 12.0 0.0 12.0 $ 720.00

27. Concrete Curb & Gutter 270 L.F. $ 45.00 354.0 0.0 354.0 $ 15,930.00

28. Exploratory Excavation 8 Hours $ 250.00 8.0 0.0 8.0 $ 2,000.00

29. Construct Structure, Type 3, (48") 4 Each $ 3,950.00 4.0 0.0 4.0 $ 15,800.00

30. F&I 10" PVC Pipe Sewer 50 L.F. $ 85.00 10.5 0.0 10.5 $ 892.50

31. F&I 12" PVC Pipe Sewer 8 L.F. $ 90.00 32.0 0.0 32.0 $ 2,880.00

32. F&I 15" PVC Pipe Sewer 605 L.F. $ 75.00 592.0 0.0 592.0 $ 44,400.00

33. Sanitary Sewer Bypass 1 L.S. $ 8,500.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 8,500.00

34. Concrete Pipe Saddle Support 2 Each $ 750.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 750.00

35. Aggregate for Pipe Foundation (C.V.) 55 C.Y. $ 23.00 50.0 0.0 50.0 $ 1,150.00

36. Reconnect Sanitary Sewer Service Connection 2 Each $ 1,450.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 2,900.00

37. Connect to Existing Sanitary Sewer 5 Each $ 1,580.00 4.0 0.0 4.0 $ 6,320.00

38. F&I 6" Water Main 25 L.F. $ 56.00 37.0 0.0 37.0 $ 2,072.00

39. F&I 8" Water Main 74 L.F. $ 43.00 83.5 0.0 83.5 $ 3,590.50

40. F&I 10" Water Main 505 L.F. $ 48.00 487.0 0.0 487.0 $ 23,376.00

41. F&I 6" Hydrant 1 Each $ 4,300.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 8,600.00

42. F&I 6" Gate Valve & Box 2 Each $ 1,550.00 3.0 0.0 3.0 $ 4,650.00

43. F&I 8" Gate Valve & Box 2 Each $ 2,000.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 4,000.00

44. F&I 10" Gate Valve & Box 3 Each $ 2,755.00 3.0 0.0 3.0 $ 8,265.00

45. Reconnect Water Service Connection 1 Each $ 1,525.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 1,525.00

46. F&I 8" Tapping Sleeve and Valve 1 Each $ 4,450.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 $ -

47. F&I Watermain Fittings 1,440 Lbs. $ 8.00 819.0 0.0 819.0 $ 6,552.00

48. F&I 4" Polystyrene Insulation 7 S.Y. $ 50.00 12.0 0.0 12.0 $ 600.00

49. Connect to Existing Watermain 6 Each $ 1,550.00 5.0 0.0 5.0 $ 7,750.00

50. F&I 12" RC Storm Sewer 42 L.F. $ 60.00 42.0 0.0 42.0 $ 2,520.00

51. F&I 24" RC Storm Sewer 107 L.F. $ 75.00 107.0 0.0 107.0 $ 8,025.00

52. F&I 27" RC Storm Sewer 20 L.F. $ 91.00 20.0 0.0 20.0 $ 1,820.00

53. F&I 48" RC Storm Sewer 2,426 L.F. $ 208.00 2,426.0 0.0 2,426.0 $ 504,608.00

54. F&I 48" RC Apron 1 Each $ 2,400.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 2,400.00

55. Construct Structure, Type 1 9 Each $ 2,200.00 9.0 0.0 9.0 $ 19,800.00

56. Construct Structure, Type 4 (96") 2 Each $ 9,100.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 18,200.00

57. Construct Structure, Type 4 (84") 7 Each $ 8,100.00 7.0 0.0 7.0 $ 56,700.00

58. Random Rip Rap, Class 3 60 C.Y. $ 95.00 50.0 0.0 50.0 $ 4,750.00

59. Connect to Existing Storm Sewer 3 Each $ 750.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 1,500.00



60. Certified Erosion Control Supervisor 1 L.S. $ 1,000.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 1,000.00

61. Turf Restoration 1 L.S. $ 7,500.00 0.0 1.0 1.0 $ 7,500.00

62. Storm Drain Inlet Protection 25 Each $ 300.00 21.0 4.0 25.0 $ 7,500.00

63. Stabilized Vehicle Exit 3 Each $ 1,260.00 4.0 0.0 4.0 $ 5,040.00

64. Erosion Control Blanket, Category 3 690 S.Y. $ 3.50 0.0 690.0 690.0 $ 2,415.00

65. Ditch Check, Type 2 6 Each $ 200.00 0.0 6.0 6.0 $ 1,200.00

66. Silt Fence 456 L.F. $ 4.00 456.0 0.0 456.0 $ 1,824.00

67. Railroad Flagging 1 L.S. $ 0.01 0.0 0.0 0.0 $ -
Additional Work

68. Watermain Break & Realignment 8 Hours $ 250.00 8.0 0.0 8.0 $ 2,000.00

69. Core Drill SMH-1 & 8" PVC 1 L.S. $ 2,620.00 1.0 0.0 1.0 $ 2,620.00

70. Remove Hydrant & Gate Valve 2 Each $ 625.00 2.0 0.0 2.0 $ 1,250.00

Total Work Completed $ 997,630.20

Less 0% Retainage $ -

Less Previous Estimates $ 936,049.44

Contractor Representative Date Net Payment this Estimate $ 61,580.76

Line No. Description
Contract
Quantity Unit Unit Price

Quantity
Completed
Previous
Estimate

Quantity
Completed

This
Estimate

Quantity
Completed

to Date Total to Date

















  
  

  

To: City Council  

From: City Administrator  

Re: Natural Gas Franchise fees  

  

Date: 8/21/2020  

  

Minnesota Energy Resources has about 2606 customers with Kasson addresses. Keep 

in mind that this may be a bit high for franchise fee eligible customers because some 

Kasson addresses may fall outside city limits, but it should be fairly close and gives you 

a number to do some estimating. Of these customers 2430 are on the residential rate, 

105 are on the commercial class 1 firm rate and 71 are commercial class 2 firm. Below I 

have generated draft ordinance language. Mr. Schimmel, the administrator in 

Stewartville, indicated that their rates, flat and base, generate around $100,00 per 

annum. It’s likely our greater population would balance off against the fact that we do 

not have their heavy use customers. 

 

 

ORDINANCE 2020- 

 

An ordinance amending the Franchise Fee on Natural Gas companies operating in the 

City of Kasson, MN. 

 

Be it ordained by the City of Kasson, MN, as follows: 

 

The City of Kasson MN, (hereinafter referred to as “City”) hereby amends its franchise 

fee on every natural gas company, and every other person, firm or corporation, their 

successors and assigns, owning, operating, controlling, leasing or managing any 

natural gas plant or system, generating, manufacturing, selling, distributing or 

transporting electricity/natural gas, (hereinafter referred to as “Energy Providers”). 

Energy Providers shall collect from their customers, but not from the City of Kasson, 

located within the corporate limits of the City of Kasson, and pay to the City an amount 

based on the following fee schedule, after adjustment for the net write-off of 

uncollectible accounts and corrections of bills theretofore rendered: 

 

 

 



CUSTOMER CLASS  MONTHLY METER CHARGE  THERM RATE CHARGE 

Commercial Class 1   $2.50/Month/Meter   $0.008 Per Therm Used 

and Class 2 firm rate 

 

All Other Classes    $2.50/Month/Meter  $0.02 Per Therm Used 

 

The amount paid by Energy Providers shall be in lieu of, and Energy Providers shall be 

exempt from, all other occupation, license, excise or right-of-way permit fees or taxes 

which the City may impose for the rights and privileges herein granted or for the 

privilege of doing business within the City, and in the event any such fee, charge, 

license, tax or assessment shall be imposed by the City, the payment to be made in 

accordance with the provisions of this section shall be reduced in an amount equal to 

the annual burden of such fee, charge, license, tax or assessment imposed upon the 

Energy Providers. Ad valorem property taxes imposed generally upon all real and 

personal property within the City shall not be deemed to affect the obligation of the 

Energy Providers under this section. 

 

Any consideration hereunder shall be reported and paid to the City by Energy Providers 

on a Quarterly basis. Such payment shall be made not more than thirty (30) days 

following the close of the period for which payment is due. Initial and final payments 

shall be prorated for the portion of the period at the beginning and end of the term of 

this Ordinance. 

 

The franchise fee shall be based on the amount collected by Energy Providers during 

complete billing months during the period for which payment is to be made by imposing 

a surcharge equal to the designated franchise fee for the applicable customer 

classification in all customer billings for gas service in each class. The time and manner 

of collecting the franchise fee is subject to the approval of the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission. No franchise fee shall be payable by Energy Providers if Energy Providers 

are legally unable to first collect an amount equal to the franchise fee from their 

customers in each applicable class of customers by imposing a surcharge in Energy 

Providers’ applicable rates for gas service. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

requires Energy Providers to provide the Commission with sixty (60) days’ notice, 

including the filing of the franchise fee ordinance or other operative document, prior to 

implementing a franchise fee. 

 

The City recognizes that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission may allow the utility 

company to add a surcharge to customer rates of city residents to reimburse such utility 

company for the cost of the fee. Energy Providers shall list the local franchise fee 

collected from customers as a separate item on bills for utility service issued to 

customers. If at any time the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, or other authority 

having proper jurisdiction, prohibits such recovery, then Energy Providers will no longer 

be obligated to collect and pay the franchise fee herein contemplated. In addition, an 



Energy Provider may discount or reduce the franchise fee payable for natural gas 

delivered to a specific customer of an Energy Provider when it is required to reduce the 

franchise fee to retain the business of that customer. Modification or reduction of the 

franchise fee should occur if the franchise fee would cause the customer to cease 

purchase or transportation deliveries of natural gas from the Energy Provider by 

installing equipment to access natural gas supply not subject to the City’s franchise fee. 

 

The City shall provide copies of annexation ordinances to Energy Providers on a timely 

basis to ensure appropriate franchise fee collection from customers within the corporate 

limits of the City. The City shall have access to and the right to examine during normal 

business hours, those of Energy Providers’ books, receipts, files, records and 

documents that are necessary to verify the correctness of payments due hereunder. If it 

is determined that a mistake was made in the payment of any franchise fee required 

hereunder, such mistake shall be corrected promptly upon discovery, such that any 

under-payment by Energy Providers shall be paid within 30 days of the recalculation 

and any over-payment by Energy Providers shall be discounted from the next 

payment(s) due. 

 

This agreement shall be in force and effect from and after passage of this Ordinance, its 

acceptance by Energy Providers, and its publication as required by law. The City, by 

Council Resolution, may revoke this agreement if Energy Providers do not file a written 

acceptance with the City within ninety (90) days after publication. 

 

Motion by: 

Seconded by: 

All in Favor: 

Opposed: 

Abstained 

Absent: 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________, 2020. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Chris McKern, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Linda Rappe, City Clerk 

 















 
 

To: City Council 

Date: 8/26/2020 

 

Agenda Heading: City Administrator’s Report 

 
“To say it was a beautiful day would not begin to explain it. It was that 

day when the end of summer intersects perfectly with the start of fall.” 
 

–Ann Patchett 

 

 Third Special Session Lasts One Day, Produces Little. The Legislature did not 

accomplish much during the special session, but it did pass two bills, including one that 

makes minor changes to the new police reform law. During the one-day special session on 

Aug. 12, the Legislature made a few minor changes to the Police Accountability Act that 

was passed in the second special session in July. As expected, the DFL-controlled House 

extended Gov. Tim Walz’s pandemic-related emergency powers, which have been in 

place since March. Like the special sessions in June and July, the Republican-controlled 

Senate passed a resolution to end that emergency. But a House motion to take up its own 

resolution to end the emergency was again unsuccessful. Both chambers must vote to end 

a peacetime emergency. 

 

 The Legislature also passed two bills, and in a surprise move, the Senate took up and 

rejected the confirmation of one of Gov. Walz’s cabinet members, Department of Labor 

Nancy Leppink. This means the Commissioner must leave her position. As anticipated, 

the House and Senate did not take up a bonding bill. They most likely did not have the 

votes in either body to meet the supermajority threshold need to pass a borrowing bill.  

 The passage of a bonding bill in August would have interfered with the Minnesota 

Management and Budget (MMB) August 2020 bond sale. MMB annually sells bonds in 

August to meet cash flow needs for previously authorized projects. 
 

 2021 Budgets. Included in your packets is a first look at the 2021 budgets. Overall, it’s 

coming together efficiently and that this preliminary look falls below what you’ve seen 

the past few years. Debt service makes up a large chunk as does wage and salary 

allocations. We should be on track to finalize a preliminary levy at the second meeting in 

September. Tonight’s feedback will help us dictate the preliminary levy set next month. I 

expect to set the preliminary levy above what we will finish with in December however, 

the changes are entirely up to the Council’s will. Nancy and I will be presenting this first 

look tonight during the WorkSession. 

 

 Park Board Update. The Park and Rec Board met to discuss various projects including 

the Aquatic Center and its summer operations. Use has been strong, though as is typical, 



its tailing off in August. The big highlight of the meeting was the conversation regarding 

the historic wall at Veteran’s Park. The Board reviewed information provided by Ron 

Unger. All totaled up the costs are between $61-66k. This includes required work on the 

wall and cement work in the base and sidewalk. This expense is far better than the one 

from last year. However, it still would require an additional 2% levy increase to fund, if 

further cuts were not made. The Council will be reviewing this item at its September 9
th

 

meeting.  

 

 Organized Waste Hauling and Recycling. Recently I have been asked why the City 

does not have unified Waste Hauling or Recycling. I am sure that the Council has 

discussed this topic in the past however, it seemed prudent to review the options once 

again. The goal of the organized waste hauling system is to reduce the number of waste 

hauling trucks on City streets; to reduce wear and tear on roads; to reduce noise and air 

pollution; as well as to reduce the costs of trash hauling services for most residents. 

Additionally, an organized system is expected to increase recycling options and 

improve the quality of customer service to the community.  

 

Through a competitive proposal process, the City would negotiate an agreement with a 

waste hauling company that fulfills the project requirements. Council would consider 

the proposed agreement and the related ordinance as part of the regular meeting, and 

the Public Hearing would provide tons of feedback from constituents. In many 

communities these services are best used as a collective and indeed this would likely 

provide a better price for the residents. Please let me know if you have any thoughts on 

this issue. 

 

 CMPAS Updates. Last Wednesday the CEO of our electric purchasing agency partner 

CMPAS, was separated from active employment. This was based upon a number of 

factors including a difference in opinion in the direction of the organization. This was 

authorized and approved unanimously by the CMPAS Board of Directors. Currently, 

the CFO Malinda Hibben is the acting CEO and I have been asked to serve on the CEO 

hiring committee. I expect this process to take several months, but it should not have a 

significant impact on my time management. I also want to stress that the City of 

Kasson should not see any material impacts in terms of quality or service. Jarrod 

Nelson, our Electric Supervisor, will continue working with other staff to facilitate the 

3 reports that we are expecting, the distribution study, transmission study and 

generation study. 

 

 Rural Broadband Speed Test Initiative. The Minnesota Rural Broadband Coalition 

announced on Aug. 3 the launch of the Minnesota Speed Test Initiative. The statewide 

testing initiative, mapped by GEO partners, expands on the successful mapping pilot 

program in St. Louis, Koochiching, and Itasca counties led by the Range Association of 

Municipalities and Schools. The initiative seeks to provide more granular house-by-

house broadband speed data to address a longstanding concern from underserved and 

unserved cities across the state that vague mapping at the census block, township, and 

county level has led to inaccurate broadband speed mapping. 

 

I took the test here at City Hall and our own KM Telcom has nothing to be ashamed of. 

Try it yourself here: http://mnruralbroadbandcoalition.com/speedtest 

http://mnruralbroadbandcoalition.com/speedtest


 

 Natural Gas Franchise. Included in your packet is an update regarding the charges 

that other area cities have for their natural gas fees. Paul O’Sullivan provided 

information regarding their preferred methodology. It’s likely some sort of base fee and 

usage amount could be the best way to facilitate implementation. I believe that 

segmenting out this revenue would provide us the most prudent solution and make this 

an easier progression. Stewartville’s would be an interesting one, however many other 

examples also exist. Overall, this would allow us to offset the costs of have debt service 

related to a Public Safety Facility update. 

 

 

FYI, budget review tonight during the Worksession, and the Capital items list will also be 

available. One item that is capital but not general fund is a new bucket truck for the Electric 

Department. It is estimated to come in at $250,000.  

 

Meetings and Events Attended or Planned 
 

August 3 Budget Meetings 

August 4 Budget Meetings 

  CMPAS Conference Call 

  EDA 

  DC Youth Hockey 

August 5 Budget Meetings 

  EMS Committee 

August 6 Budget Meetings 

  City Engineer 

  Bigelow Voight 8
th

 prelim Review 

  South Pointe Review 

August 10 P&Z Board 

August 11 Sump Pump Discussion 

August 12 Chamber of Commerce 

  Worksession 

  Regular Council 

August 13 Safety Inspection-Liquor Store 

August 18 Electric Service Territory call-Xcel 

  Brian Todd-Post Bulletin 

  Park Board 

August 19 CMPAS Meeting-Mankato, MN 

August 20 City Engineer 

  Brad Scheib-P&Z 

August 24 City Hall Contractor Review 

August 25 City Code Finalization 

August 26 CEO search Committee 



Resolution No. 08.x-20 

 

Resolution Allocating Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act Funds (Known 

as the CARES Act Funds) to Local Government Activities 

 

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020 the President of the United States signed into law the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (Known as the CARES Act) that was 

passed by the U.S. Congress in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic Outbreak; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The CARES Act included $339.8 Billion in relief under the COVID-19 pandemic 

in the United States dedicated for State and Local Governments; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2020 the Governor of the State of Minnesota by Executive Order 

under the current Emergency allowed for the distribution of $841 million in CARES Act Funds 

to counties and cities within the State of Minnesota in accordance with the U.S. Treasury 

Guidance based on a per-capita basis; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Kasson has received $490,000 in CARES Act Funding allocation; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2020, the City of Kasson the received its allocation of Coronavirus 

Relief Funds from the State of Minnesota 

 

WHEREAS, the CARES Act allows local governmental units to expend funds on costs that are 

necessary expenditures related to the COVID-19 public health emergency; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the CARES Act allows local governmental units to expend funds on costs that 

were not included in the most recently adopted budget as of March 27, 2020, or were budgeted 

for but have been incurred for a substantially different use from what was intended as a result of 

the COVID-19 public health emergency; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the CARES Act allows local governmental units to expend funds on costs that 

were incurred during the covered period of March 1, 2020 – November 15, 2020. 

 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kasson City Council allocates $476,000 

of CARES Act Funds under the category of Local Government towards for the period ending 

August 15, 2020: 

 



Council & Staff Costs    $200,000 

Facility Modifications    $100,000 

Telework Support    $8,000 

Public Health     $25,000 

Cleaning Supplies    $5,000 

Police Department    $93,000 

EDA      $40,000 

Other      $5,000 

 

Total      $476,000

 

 

ADOPTED AND DULY PASSED THIS 26
th

 DAY OF AUGUST, 2020 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________   _______________________ 

Chris McKern, Mayor       Linda Rappe, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Council Member ____ and 

duly seconded by Council Member ____.  Upon a vote being taken, the following members voted 

in favor thereof: ________.  Those against same: ____. 

 

 



 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 

          Meeting 
Date:   August 26, 2020 

 

AGENDA SECTION:  

 

ORIGINATING DEPT:  

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION:  

 

PREPARED BY:  

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED: 

 

 

 



To: Mayor and City Council 

From: City Clerk

Date: 8/20/2020 

Re: Promotion of Christy DeLima

To Mayor McKern and the City Council: 

Due to the resignation of Katy Aswegan as Sr. Liquor Clerk, Cathy Pletta, Liquor Store Manager 
is recommending the promotion of Christy DeLima to Sr. Liquor Clerk.  Ms. DeLima is a 17 year 
employee of the Kasson Liquor Store.  Pletta is recommending that she go to Grade 3 step 3 
$17.60 per hour effective August 11, 2020.  

Very Respectfully, 

Linda Rappe
City Clerk







 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do when a pandemic hits? 
How to reach out to kids who are feeling disconnected and bored? 

How to re-imagine the library’s summer mission? 
 

That is what our library faced in April.   

We had to cancel all the great programs and performers already lined up, and think outside the box.  

If no large groups were allowed in the library because of social distancing,  

then we would GO TO THEM!   

The Book Bug was born – Nancy’s VW buzzed with books and smiling staff twice a week  

bringing books to kids from preschool to high school! 

 

 

What 

 

How often Number reached 

Book Bug – Book Giveaways 

 

18 times 791 

Online Storytimes 

 

9 times 2399 

Virtual performances 

 

Posted for 6 weeks 796 

Scavenger Hunt 

 

Posted online 38 

Total  4024 

 

 

All was accomplished practicing social distance and with generous donations of the Friends and community 

businesses.  Not knowing the course of the pandemic, we had received the directive of maintaining an 

austerity budget, and no items came from the library budget.  Thanks to the cities of Kasson and Mantorville 

for allowing us to use their city parks for the book giveaways. 

 

We have learned much from this positive outcome and we intend that it will help shape future summer 

programs.   
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