
KASSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
Wednesday, June 10, 2020  

6:00 PM 
PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE 
6:00 A. COUNCIL 
  

1. Approve agenda - Make additions, deletions or corrections at this time. 
2. Consent Agenda - All matters listed under Item 2, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the City Council and will be enacted with one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these 
items unless a Council Member so requests, in which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will 

be considered separately.  
  

a. Minutes from May 27, 2020 
 
b. Claims processed after the May 27, 2020 regular meeting, as audited for payment 
 

 c. Resolution Accepting Donation to the Park Board 

 

 d.  Acknowledge Committee Minutes 

  i.  Park Board Minutes – May 19, 2020 

  ii. Fire Department Minutes – June 1, 2020 

    

 B. VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL  
  Richard Finger – Dispute Sidewalk on a property 
 

C. MAYOR’S REPORT 
  

 D. PUBLIC FORUM 
· May not be used to continue discussion on an agenda item that already had been held as a public hearing. 
· This section is limited to 15 minutes and each speaker is limited to 4 minutes. 
· Speakers not heard will be first to present at the next Council meeting. 
· Speakers will only be recognized once. 
· Matters under negotiation, litigation or related to personnel will not be discussed. 
· Questions posed by a speaker will generally be responded to in writing. 
· Speakers will be required to state their name and their address for the record. 

  
 E. PUBLIC HEARING  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 F. COMMITTEE REPORT  
   
   G. OLD BUSINESS  
  
 H. NEW BUSINESS 
   

I. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
 1. Administrator’s Report  

2.  Natural Gas Franchise Fee 
 3.  Mayor and Council Salaries Ordinance Discussion 
 
J. ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 
 K. PERSONNEL 



  1.  Accept Resignation of Lance Diderrich 
 

L. ATTORNEY  
 1.  Heaser Update 
 

 M. CORRESPONDENCE  
  1.  Demographer Update – Population Estimate 
  2.  May Stats for Police Department 
  3.  Press Release 
  4.  Kasson WW Facility Sample Collection May 12, 2020 
  5.  Department Head Reports 
  6.  Cash and Investment Summaries 
  7.  Income Statement by Department 
 

N. ADJOURN   



KASSON CITY COUNCIL MEETING  1 

Wednesday, May 27 2020  2 

6:00 PM 3 

 4 

4:15PM Police Chief Interviews  5 

The Council Interviewed Jesse Reding and Josh Hanson 6 

 7 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular City Council meeting was held at City Hall on the 13th 8 

day of May, 2020 at 6:00 PM.   9 

 10 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: Burton, Eggler, Ferris, McKern and Zelinske  11 

 12 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE ABSENT: None 13 

 14 

THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Tim Ibisch, City Clerk Linda Rappe and Finance 15 

Director Nancy Zaworski, City Attorney Melanie Leth, City Engineer Brandon Theobald, David Dubbels and 16 

Fire Chief Joe Fitch 17 

 18 

PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE 19 

APPROVE AGENDA  20 

Add: C.1 Permit for legion 21 

Add L.2  Shopko property discussion 22 

Motion to Approve the Amended Agenda made by Councilperson Burton, second by 23 

Councilperson Ferris with All Voting Aye. 24 

 25 

CONSENT AGENDA  26 

Minutes from May 13, 2020 27 

 28 

Claims processed after the May 13, 2020 regular meeting, as audited for payment in the amount 29 

of $1,108,072.39 30 

 31 

Pay Request #1 CCTV HyDro Clean $54,879.45 32 

 33 

Acknowledge Committee Minutes 34 

 Park Board Minutes April 21, 2020 35 

 36 

Evaluations: 37 

Amy Johnson Admin Assistant inc. Grade 6 Step 2 $20.90  eff 5/20/20 38 

  39 

Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims to the County Auditor 40 

Resolution #5.2-20 41 

Resolution Certifying Delinquent Claims to the County Auditor 42 

(on file) 43 
 44 

Pay Request #3  16
th

 St NE Imp Carl Bolander & Sons LLC $541,240.49 45 

 46 

Motion to Approve made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Ferris with All 47 

voting Aye. 48 
 49 

VISITORS TO THE COUNCIL  50 

 51 



MAYOR’S REPORT 52 

The permit for the Legion is for outdoor seating.  This can be handled later in the agenda in the 53 

Administrator’s Report and can be handled at a staff level.   54 

Do not call the Mayor to open businesses it was not he who closed them, please call the 55 

Governor’s office. 56 

 57 

PUBLIC FORUM  58 

PUBLIC HEARING  59 

COMMITTEE REPORT  60 

Swimming Pool Report – Administrator Ibisch stated that there is a desire from some members of 61 

the community to try to open and we are still waiting on some guidelines and the Park Board will have 62 

another meeting in June to decide and bring that recommendation to the Council.  Councilperson Eggler 63 

stated that the Park Board will wait and see what the health department says and what the CDC 64 

guidelines will be.  Councilman Eggler stated that the Park Board did away with season passes and 65 

swimming lessons for this season. 66 

Mayor McKern stated that if we can follow guidelines then he would be in favor of opening the pool if at 67 

all possible.  Administrator Ibisch stated that since all pools around us are closed we anticipate being very 68 

busy.   69 

Councilperson Ferris stated that there will be questions if there will be reserved time for Kasson residents 70 

only.   71 

 72 

The baseball/softball bases will be put in but there will be authorized for training and the state has 73 

authorized 9 players and one coach can be on the field. 74 

 75 

OLD BUSINESS  76 

 Summary Publication for Franchise Ordinance – Motion to Approve the Summary Publication of 77 

the Cable Franchise Ordinance made by Councilperson Burton, second by Councilperson Ferris with All 78 

Voting Aye. 79 

 80 

NEW BUSINESS 81 

Personnel Policy Handbook first read – no need for action tonight only first read and we will take 82 

comments and send to personnel committee.  Finance Director Zaworski had comments on the 83 

catastrophic sick leave policy. 84 

 85 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 86 

Administrator’s Report – Administrator Ibisch gave an overview of his report.  A minor Legacy 87 

Grant was started for the WPA wall at the direction of the Park Board.  There would be costs to the City 88 

with this grant. 89 

Administrator Ibisch stated that the Finance Director would like to transfer some money from 90 

other funds for the 3rd, 4th and 5th street project and redirecting the debt service to be able to close this 91 

out.  92 

Events Permit/formalized process – The Council decided that a policy is sufficient and a resolution 93 

is not needed to let the staff make the decision on the applications for outdoor seating.  Attorney Leth 94 

mentioned that the business should have insurance to cover wherever they want to set up and to have 95 

the liquor license include the location.   96 

 97 

PERSONNEL 98 

Police Chief Recommendation – The candidates were extremely close, two incredibly well 99 

qualified candidates.  Motion to Offer the Position to Josh Hanson made by Councilperson McKern, 100 



second by Councilperson Eggler pending a favorable background check.  Ayes: Eggler, Zelinske and 101 

McKern  Nays: Ferris and Burton 102 

 103 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 104 

The Council asked Engineer Theobald when 16th St NE will be open, Theobald stated it will be 105 

striped and opened in the next week. 106 

  107 

Councilperson Zelinske asked where MnDOT is on the roundabouts.  Theobald stated that we have 108 

submitted the geometric design to MnDOT and they are reviewing that.  It will eventually go on a website 109 

for public comment and review.  110 

Mayor McKern asked if the DOT be doing any repairs on Mantorville Ave since they are tearing it up next 111 

year.  Theobald will be asking for some maintenance on Mantorville Ave with pothole filling 112 

Mayor McKern also asked how far are we in sewer televising.  Theobald stated we are ¼ done and have 113 

found a few problems but we will have to go through videos more thoroughly.  114 

 115 

ATTORNEY  116 

Discussion on Shopko building - do we want to close without a trail easement being resolved.  The 117 

agreement says that they would negotiate in good faith but it never got finalized.  Mayor Mckern stated 118 

that he is fine with discussing the trail easement post-closing, the Council agreed.   119 

 120 

Closed Session - Possible Litigation 121 

Closed at 6:49 122 

Open7:26pm   123 

Mayor McKern stated that they had a discussion regarding possible litigation regarding the Heaser 124 

variance application. 125 

 126 

CORRESPONDENCE  127 

Correspondence was reviewed 128 

   129 

ADJOURN 7:28PM 130 

Motion to Adjourn made by Councilperson Eggler, second by Councilperson Burton with all voting Aye 131 

to Adjourn. 132 

 133 

ATTEST:  134 

 135 

 136 

 137 

__________________________    __________________________ 138 

Linda Rappe, City Clerk     Chris McKern, Mayor    139 













































RESOLUTION 6-1.20  

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION 

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Kasson is generally authorized to accept donations of real and 

personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, 

and is specifically authorized to accept gifts and bequests; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the following persons and entities have offered to contribute the cash 

amounts set forth below to the city: 

 

 Name of Donor     Amount 

 Kasson Mantorville Lions    $ 687.00 

   

  

 WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to assist the city by paying to 

provide a park bench; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donation offered. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

KASSON, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1. The donations described above are accepted. 

 

 2. The city clerk is hereby directed to issue receipts to each donor acknowledging 

the city’s receipt of the donor’s donation. 

 

 Adopted by the City Council of the City of Kasson, June 10, 2020.   

 

       Approved:     

 

 

             

       Chris McKern, Mayor 

 

Attested:   

 

 

      

Timothy Ibisch, City Administrator 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Council Member ____ and 

duly seconded by Council Member _______. Upon a vote being taken, the following members 

voted in favor thereof: _________.  Those against same: ________. 

           



KASSON PARK BOARD MINUTES 
MAY 19, 2020 DRAFT 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a meeting of the Kasson Park Board was 
duly held at Kasson City Hall on the 19th day of May, 2020 at 6:00 P.M.    
 
THE FOLLOWING PARK BOARD MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:  Dan Eggler, Chuck 
Coleman, Liza Larsen, Janet Sinning and Greg Kuball  
THE FOLLOWING WERE ABSENT: Roger Franke and Jason Farnsworth  
ALSO PRESENT:  Gerald Giese, Parks & Rec Supervisor Ron Unger, City Administrator 
Timothy Ibisch and Deputy Clerk Jan Naig  
 
I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairperson Larsen. 

 
II. Approve minutes:  Motion by Coleman and second by Sinning, with all voting Aye, to 
approve the minutes of the April 2020 meeting. 
 

III.  New Business: 
A. Bid for Veterans Park stone wall – Reticulated Stone.  John Digley of 

Reticulated Stone has submitted a proposal to repair the stone wall in 
Veterans Memorial Park.   Digley has done many projects and says the wall is 
savable.  John Olive will donate the stone for the project.  The total bid for 
work and materials is $37,354.00. Since the cost of the project was not 
budgeted for 2020, the Board will need to determine how the project will be 
funded.  A Legacy Grant application is in process.   Unger will contact Digley 
to find out if there would be any savings if the City digs out the soil on the 
north side, does the debris removal and does any cement work.  He will also 
find out how much of an increase should be expected if the project is delayed 
until 2021 so that a more complete project cost can be presented to the 
Council.   

        
IV.   Old Business:  

A. Stay at Home Order discussion.   
1.  Opening of Aquatic Center.  The Board discussed whether or not the 

Aquatic Center should be open in 2020.  Since the MN Department of 
Health and the Governor’s orders have not addressed public pools yet, 
the Board did not make a recommendation.  Unger has concerns about 
social distancing, virus spread in air molecules and keeping surfaces clean 
to meet any opening criteria that may be required.   At the next meeting 
on June 16 a decision will need to be made.  Since our Pool and 
Concessions Permits are issued by the State, we cannot open if the State 
has not made allowances for pools to be open this summer. 
 
Based on the possibility of a shortened season, all payments for 
memberships and lessons will need to be returned.  Naig asked about 
contacting the residents by email to ask if their checks can be destroyed 



Kasson Park Board, May 19, 2020 
 

2 

 

rather than sending them back by USPS.  She was instructed to give 
patrons an option to request that their check be returned by mail if they 
respond by a certain date.   
 

2. Park Shelter reservations.  Since people are calling City Hall asking about 
refunding their reservation fees for 2020, City Hall staff is asking for 
guidance.  The Board recommended refunding the fees to any 
person/group that requests the refund. 

 
B. Parkland dedication fees update.    Our fee has been based on a percentage 

of the estimated value of an acre of land.  The City Council has agreed to 
change the parkland dedication fee to an amount based on the Resident 
Equivalent Units in the subdivision. This change will be part of the next fee 
schedule and should generate more funds to use for parks. 

C. Arbor Day follow up.  Our local Arbor Day celebration was held on Friday, 
April 24.  Two trees were planted in East Diamond Park.  There were four 
Lions members in addition to the City representatives in attendance.  The 
City has received the Tree City USA designation for 40 years.   
                    

V.     Correspondence:  Ibisch indicated he has asked Department Heads to write an 
article featuring their Department for the DCI as a way to reflect the positive things 
that are happening in the City.  Park Board Members are encouraged to add any 
comments by sending an email to Unger.   
  
VI.    Adjourn:  Motion by Eggler and second by Kuball, with all voting Aye, to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:59 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________             __________________________ 
Chairperson         Deputy Clerk 
 
 
The next scheduled meeting will be June 16th.          











Communicating with our residents has always been a top priority for our city government for me.  It's a 
large part of why I ran for council.  

I would like to see the Kasson Police department do a better job of communicating with our citizens before 
a situation arises where the police are needed.  For the most part, I do think the KPD has a good and cordial 
relationship with members of our community -- certainly more so than larger police forces -- but I would 
like to see a newsletter, a more active Facebook presence, and more opportunities for the KPD to interact 
with Kasson people of all ages in an everyday capacity. 

I would like to know what the KPD does now and what Josh sees as the goals/opportunities for community 
interaction and improved communication down the road. 

I cannot recall whether this was one of Jesse's ideas or one of Josh's, but one of them mentioned holding 
meetings with senior citizens to let them know how to identify internet and phone scams, and I think this 
type of interaction would be good.  Even something simple like a monthly coffee time to answer citizens' 
questions would be good.  This same type of conversational meeting could be offered to people of any age, 
and would go a long way toward fostering a positive relationship between the KPD and the community.  It 
could be done with all of the officers as well, not just Chief Hanson, so that everyone has a chance to meet 
with people in the community outside of a law enforcement situation. 

If you have any questions about what I think, please let me know.  I would be more than happy to meet 
with you and Chief Hanson at any time. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Melisa Ferris 

 

Top one for me is 

I would like to see someone from police and fire at our meetings  

At least once a month 

Just for the fact if we have a question about anything they can be there to answer. 

 

Lonnie 

 

Tim, here is some things I would like to see from the police chief and police department.  

I would like to see better communication from the police chief to the council be it by a council liaison or by 
the chief coming to the council meetings more frequently.  

I would like to see more work on the budget to keep it in line, not going over every year. It happens 
sometimes is ok but not year after year.  

Community involvement from the whole department. 

Thank you  

Dan Eggler 



 
 

 

To: City Council 

Date: 6/10/2020 

 

Agenda Heading: City Administrator’s Report 

 

 
“What is so rare as a day in June? Then, if ever, come perfect days.” 

--James Russell Lowell 

 
 US Treasury Releases Updated Guidance on Coronavirus Relief. The new guidance 

says that states should pass through federal coronavirus funding to local governments, and 

provides additional information on eligible uses for the funds. It provides valuable insight 

to local units of government preparing to address eligible unbudgeted COVID-19 costs 

with money from the Coronavirus Relief Fund that is likely to be distributed by the state. 

The 

$150 billion Coronavirus Relief Fund was created by the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act. Discussions are ongoing about how the funds 

should be distributed to local governments with a population of less than 500,000, which 

did not receive a direct distribution from the Treasury. 

 

The LMC continues to work with the Walz administration and key House and Senate 

members to ensure that cities of all sizes receive federal funds in a fair and equitable way. 

With the adjournment of the Legislature, the distribution of the funds to cities, counties, 

and townships could be defined by Gov. Walz with the advisory review by the Legislative 

Advisory Commission, which includes House and Senate leadership and the chairs of the 

Senate Finance and House Ways and Means committees, as well as chairs of the House 

and Senate committees of jurisdiction. Should the governor call a special session, the 

distribution formula could be enacted by the Legislature. 

 

 2021 Budget Work. I have been reviewing the 2020 budgets with an eye on limiting 

increased expenses in 2021. I will be meeting with Department Heads over the next 6 weeks 

to establish baseline numbers. With guidance from the Council to hold on levy down, 

additional revenue resources may need to be identified. I also think tapping the debt 

markets for financing some of the capital items will allow our operational numbers to be 

reduced. Nancy will be working up some assumptions for salary and benefits and in July 

Mike Bubany will be here to review the 10-15 tax projections and long-term views of the 

needs of the community. Please let me know if you have any special projects you would 

like to see preserved in particular. 

 



 Police Chief Priorities. Council members have provided a number of different priorities 

for our new Chief. However, they primarily fall into the categories of communication, 

personnel management, budget control, and community policing. I will be meeting with 

the new Chief to illustrate these opportunities for him in more detail. Now is an excellent 

time to make changes to the current processes in the Department so that we can continue 

to instill confidence in our residents, with the knowledge that their Department will serve 

faithfully and prudently throughout what might be become rather difficult times. 

 

 Update on Census Bureau Operations. This Spring the Census Bureau has released a 

plan to extend the timeline for enumeration. Under this plan, the Census Bureau would 

extend the window for field data collection and self-response to October 31, 2020, which 

will allow for apportionment counts to be delivered to the President by April 30, 2021, 

and redistricting data to be delivered to the states no later than July 31, 2021. Included in 

your packet is the updated State Demographer estimate. On 6/3/2020 Kasson’s self-

response rate was 80.8% and MN was leading the nation with 70.3% response. If this 

baseline were held for LGA distributions in 2021 in could mean up to $80,000 more for 

the City. However, it seems more likely that it will be frozen and possibly even decrease 

based on the State’s budget issues. Certainly, something to keep an eye on. 

 

 Mutual Aid Contracts. Cities have broad authority under state law to share personnel, 

equipment, and supplies with other cities and political subdivisions during an emergency. 

The terms by which aid is shared are governed by a mutual aid agreement, a written 

agreement between the parties, or state law. In case of accidents, Minnesota Statutes, 

section 12.331 provides default rules for workers’ compensation, liability, equipment 

damage, and reimbursement for expenses incurred in the provision of aid. These 

provisions apply when there is no mutual aid agreement in place. In the past there have 

been issues between communities in sharing items, but I believe that it is prudent to view 

purchases with an eye on sharing, particularly between Mantorville, Kasson, and Byron. I 

will be asking Department Heads to look at options to control our budget expenditures. 

 

 Emergency Operations Plan. Based on questions from Councilmembers, I have reviewed 

the state of Kasson’s Emergency Planning and it seems to be something that requires 

additional work. While individual departments have their SOP’s, there is no unified 

response plan in place. This could lead to issues similar to last summer’s problem if not 
rectified. The EMS committee will be meeting over the summer to review a number of items and 

this is one that I will include. I will plan having this completed by early fall if possible. I will bring 

it for Council review at that time. 

 

 Natural Gas Franchise. The City established the Natural Gas franchise in order that 

residents would be provided service in a regular and cohesive pattern. However, it 

seems that percentage collection that many cities receive from the utility funds is not 

currently being collected in Kasson. I think that it would be prudent for the that 

collection to begin, especially in light of certain possible major expenditures, i.e. Hwy 

57 and Fire Protection Services. Included in your packet is the enabling document that 

originally created the franchise. If the Council is open to it, I will contact MN Energy 

to begin the process of collection. There are 2 potential options that I see, one is a 

percentage basis and the other is an account number basis. Either is usable and we 

should be able to get estimates for both. 



Meetings and Events Attended 
 

May 13 City Council Meeting 

 Audit Review  

May 14 SRTS/Ponding meeting with KM 

May 18 Electrical Service Territory Acquisition meeting 

Planning and Zoning Meeting 

May 19 ICS Review 

 CEDA 

Park Board 

May 20 Bubany TIF 

 CMPAS 

May 21 City Engineer 

504 Development Review 

May 27 Market &Johnson Review 

Police Chief Interview 

Worksession 

  Regular Council 

May 28   City Engineer 

    Blaine’s 14
th

 

   Old elementary school site review 

    Department Heads meeting 

    Library staff review 

May 29   David Drown-Budget Overview 

June 2    EDA 

June 3    Personnel Committee 

June 4    City Engineer 

    City Attorney 

June 8    Planning and Zoning 

June 9    Movie/Park Planning 

    Water Meter Meeting 

    Library Board 

June 10   Chamber of Commerce 

    City Council 











ORDINANCE NO. 852 

 

“AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 

SALARIES OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS” 

 

  

 The City Council of the City of Kasson, Minnesota hereby ordains: 

 

 That section 30.016 of the Kasson Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to read 

as follows: 

 

 Sec 30.016 Salaries of Mayor and Council Members.  Salaries of the Mayor 

and Council Members are hereby fixed as follows: 

 

  (a) The annual salary of the Mayor shall be $4,000.00. 

 

  (b) The annual salary of each member of the Council (other than the 

Mayor) shall be $3,000.00. 

 

  (c) Council members shall be compensated at the rate of $35.00 per 

meeting for up to 36 meetings January through June and up to 36 meeting July through 

December when acting at any meeting as the official designee of the Kasson City 

Council, excluding the two regularly scheduled council meetings. 

 

  (d)  The salaries provided herein shall be effective January 1, 2015. 

 

 

 Passed and adopted this 9
nd

 day of July, 2014. 

 

 

 

       ___________________________ 

       Matthew Nelson, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________   

Linda Rappe, City Clerk 

 

 

Motion approving adoption of the Ordinance made by Hopkins, second by Worden.  

Ayes: Coleman, Eggler, Hopkins, Nelson, Worden  Nays: None. 

 

 
Published in the Dodge County Independent this 16

th
 Day of July, 2014. 

 









For Immediate Release 

 

Contact: Angie Storlie 
MCFOA 
Phone 218-743-3782 
Fax 218-743-3782 
astorlie@mcfoa.org 

40548 Co Rd 225 
Bigfork, MN 56628 

MCFOA 

 

To: dci@kmtel.com 

Press Release 
Linda Rappe Elected to Leadership Position with Statewide Clerk’s 

Association 

 

June 4, 2020:  Linda Rappe, City Clerk for the City of Kasson, MN has been elected to the position of 

President for the Municipal Clerks & Finance Officers Association of Minnesota (MCFOA) for 2020-2021.  The 

election was held during the Association’s Annual meeting on May 29, 2020. Rappe has served the MCFOA on 

several different committees since 2008, as Treasurer in 2017-2018, Secretary in 2018-2019, and Vice President 

in 2019-2020.  She served as International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) Region VI Director from 2012-2014 

The MCFOA was established in 1937 to promote professional standards for City Clerks and Finance 

Officers.  Today, the Association is 900+ members-strong and provides educational and networking opportunities 

through regional meetings, its annual conference, and continuing education workshops for its certification 

program. 

Rappe has been employed by the City of Kasson since 1996, starting as Administrative Assistant and 

moving up to Payroll Specialist, Deputy Clerk, and then City Clerk in 2014. She has earned her Certified 

Municipal Clerk designation from both the MCFOA and the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) and 

she has gone on to complete Master-level certifications with both organizations as well.  She was inducted into 

the IIMC’s Athenian Leadership Society in 2013. 

 



SARS-CoV-2 virus in sewage

Biobot COVID19  
case estimate

Biobot prevalence rate estimates in context

Biobot case 
estimates in context

Contextualize COVID19 
prevalence in your 
facility’s catchment 
with other participating 
facilities, normalized 
across catchment sizes.

Biobot case estimates 
are trending with 
reported cases across all 
samples to-date. 

This sample in red, your past 
samples in blue. Other facilities 
in gray.

This sample in red, your past samples in blue. Other facilities in gray.

Kasson Wastewater Treatment Facility
Sample collection date: May 12, 2020

DETECTED
Virus concentration per liter of sewage 

36,739 copies

Reported COVID19 cases in 
Dodge County, MN

New cases 

0
Cumulative cases

26

COVID19 sewage sampling
Report provided: June 2, 2020

On May 12, 2020, as reported by USAfacts.org
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Using a reported flow rate of 0.78 MGD

150 cases
(2.4% prevalence rate)



About the data

Our methods for detecting SARS-CoV-2 in sewage are adapted from CDC protocols 
and available at www.biobot.io/covid19. Our approach relies on detecting genetic 
fragments of the virus that are excreted in stool, which does not determine if the virus 
is dead or active.

Biobot’s COVID19 case estimate 
We measure the concentration of SARS-CoV-2 in sewage. We convert our 
measurements into a COVID19 case estimate using the following basic equation:

Number of infected people = 
	 (total amount of virus per day) / (virus shed per infected person per day)

We determine the total amount of virus per day by multiplying the virus concentration 
that we measure by the total flow that you report. We model the amount of virus shed 
per person per day based on published clinical reports. We calculate a prevalence 
rate by dividing the estimated number of people by the catchment population size that 
you report.

What’s new in this analysis (v1.1)?
We’ve updated our detection thresholds to reduce the chance of false positives. 
Specifically, we’ve raised our limit of detection to ensure that all measurements can 
be confidently quantified, and are requiring two positive measurements per sample 
(out of six) to consider a sample detected.

What else is new in this report?
We’ve added some additional information to help us track your data (Kit ID, data 
version, and analysis version).

Comparing with confirmed clinical cases
Our COVID19 case estimates may not match the confirmed case numbers in the 
community for a variety of reasons. Clinical testing is limited and may not represent 
the entire infected population. Some COVID19 patients are asymptomatic or have 
mild symptoms and therefore do not seek out testing, but these patients may still be 
infectious. 

Currently, the most granular data available on reported cases is at the county-level. 
We encourage you to share these reports with your local public health officials 
to compare our case estimates with the number of confirmed cases in your local 
community.

Data use
The Biobot COVID19 case estimates provide an alternative metric to guide responses 
to the outbreak. We recommend that you share this information with local public 
health officials. We believe this work will have the greatest impact on a statewide 
level, and hope that you will reach out to your state officials in the coming days and 
weeks and encourage the expansion of our partnership across your states.



About Biobot’s COVID19 sewage sampling campaign

In collaboration with researchers at MIT, Harvard, and Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Biobot Analytics launched this pro bono campaign to analyze sewage from 
wastewater treatment facilities across the United States to estimate the prevalence of 
COVID19 infection.

Since launching on March 23, 2020, the campaign is processing weekly samples from 
350 treatment facilities in over 40 states. 

Our pro-bono campaign will run through the end of May.

For questions, email support@biobot.io
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